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BY ROSA PALMERI 
The NLG-NYC George Floyd/BLM 

Affirmative Litigation Taskforce came 
together in June of 2020, after the chapter’s 
Mass Defense Committee helped coordi-
nate a massive legal support effort for the 
uprising, in coordination with jail support 
organizers. The Taskforce brought together 
dozens of civil rights attorneys to work 
as an anti-racist entity to anchor the legal 
representation and advocacy for protesters 
arrested during the protests in the wake of 
the murder of George Floyd, who are dispro-
portionately affected by the impact of police 
brutality, mass incarceration, and systemic 
racism.

The Taskforce actively seeks out less-
experienced attorneys, law students, 
paralegals, and advocates who are Black and 

Indigenous and people of color who want to 
be mentored in civil rights litigation work 
by members of the Taskforce. This has taken 
shape in our Summer Associate Program, 
which included twelve law students this 
past summer and that we hope to continue, 
as well as our Fellowship Program, which 
included four fellows this year, as well as lots 
of informal mentoring that has happened 
throughout the process. 

Our hope is that our work can combat the 
systemic exclusion of people of color, and in 
particular Black people, from the practice of 
law — including the civil rights bar. We also 
hope that we can shed some light on the civil 
rights practice for criminal defenders and 
for activists and advocates working towards 
liberation. To this end, we have bi-weekly 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE  
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------X 
KRYSTIN HERNANDEZ, NATALIE BAKER, ETHAN 
CHIEL, KYLA RASKIN, REX SANTUS, ROXANNE 
ZECH, RAFAEL-LEV GILBERT, SARAH MILLS-
DIRLAM, AUGUST LEINBACH, JALEN MATNEY, 
JONATHAN DAVIS, and DAVID HOLTON, 
  

Plaintiffs,   
 

-against- 
 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK; NEW YORK CITY MAYOR 
BILL DE BLASIO; NEW YORK POLICE DEPARTMENT 
(“NYPD”) COMMISSIONER DERMOT SHEA; NYPD 
CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT TERENCE MONAHAN; NYPD 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER FOR LEGAL MATTERS 
ERNEST F. HART; NYPD ASSISTANT CHIEF KENNETH 
LEHR; NYPD LEGAL BUREAU SERGEANT KENNETH 
RICE; NYPD STRATEGIC RESPONSE GROUP (“SRG”) 
MEMBER FIRST NAME UNKNOWN (“FNU”) RABEL; 
NYPD SUPERVISOR FNU HYLAND; and NYPD 
MEMBERS JOHN AND JANE DOES 1-157,  
 

Defendants.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------X 

Plaintiffs KRYSTIN HERNANDEZ, NATALIE BAKER, ETHAN CHIEL, KYLA 

RASKIN, REX SANTUS, ROXANNE ZECH, RAFAEL-LEV GILBERT, SARAH MILLS-

DIRLAM, AUGUST LEINBACH, JALEN MATNEY, JONATHAN DAVIS, and DAVID 

HOLTON, by their attorneys, Gideon Orion Oliver and COHEN&GREEN P.L.L.C., hereby 

complain of Defendants as follows: 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

1. On May 25, 2020, police in Minneapolis, MN, murdered George Floyd. Almost 

immediately, mass protests against police violence and in support of police accountability began 

nationwide. These protests, including those organized by those in the Black Lives Matter 

COMPLAINT 

Index No.  

Case 1:21-cv-07406   Document 1   Filed 09/02/21   Page 1 of 79

continued on page 4  
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President’s Column, Winter 2021
BY ANDY IZENSON

It’s hard to believe that this is the last install-
ment of Pep Talks For Sad Lawyers With Your 
Pal Andy — at least the last one where I’m your 
chapter president! Taking over from me as 
2022 President, I’m delighted to say, will be our 
Animal Rights Committee superstar Tamara 
Bedić! I don’t need to run through Tamara’s 
impressive CV in this note, but it’s enough to 
say that the chapter is in capable, compassion-
ate, and highly skilled hands and I am very, very 
happy to be passing the torch to her after three 
years.

I’m writing this on the winter solstice, which 
is the darkest day of the year. The sky out my 
window is gray, and all of us are depressed, 
in constant high-alert mode, terrified of the 
new COVID wave, watching our newsfeeds 
deliver an endless stream of friends contract-
ing Omicron and rolling climate emergencies, 

punctuated only by intermittent neofascist vic-
tories over the infrastructure of participatory 
 democracy. 

Tomorrow, we will have twelve more sec-
onds of sun than we had today. It’ll still feel 
like a twenty-minute burst of foggy daylight in 
an endless night — nothing will be better all at 
once — and twelve seconds doesn’t seem like 
much. But even though the movements are tiny, 
we are moving. Even though we can’t quite see 
the light yet, it is coming. And even though 
things might feel hopeless, there’s no such thing 
as an end state.

And while it’s still cold and dreary, I’m glad 
to be here with you. I’m grateful to be doing the 
work of the Guild alongside a community of 

people who all take that work to mean overlap-
ping but not identical things, and I’m looking 
forward to another year of approaching it, and 
each other, with creativity, care, and what hope 
we can find.

I want to sign off by expressing my heartfelt 
gratitude for every member who has shared 
their trust, their time, and their passion for jus-
tice with me over the years I have been in the 
Guild, and how much I am looking forward to 
what we do next together. Thank you to Tamara 
and Andrew for being a great officer crew, and 
to the rest of the EC, and (I can’t say it enough) 
thank you, Susan, for everything you do. 

Mir veln zey iberlebn,
Andy

Andy at the Fall Ball.

I’m grateful to be doing the work of 
the Guild alongside a community 
of people who all take that work to 
mean overlapping but not identical 
things, and I’m looking forward to 
another year of approaching it, and 
each other, with creativity, care, and 
what hope we can find.
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 BY ELBA GALVAN
At the beginning of “I Have Nothing to Hide,” author Heidi 

Boghosian asks, “Do you know where your data is?” For many, asking 
us to consider where fragments of our data reside is like an invitation 
to step through Alice’s looking glass — it’s an onerous voyage that 
doesn’t portend a simple destination. Yet, Boghosian’s captivating 
book takes its audience on a journey that promotes thought rather 
than resistance. “I have Nothing to Hide” debunks 21 myths about 
surveillance and privacy, including “The Attorney Client Privilege is 
Sacrosanct,” “We Should Worry About Government, Not Corporate, 
Surveillance” and “There’s Nothing I Can Do to Stop Surveillance.” 

In fact, the more I listened (on audible) the more engaged 
I became in the poignant and wide-ranging illustrations that 
Boghosian uses to color her text. For example, Boghosian talks about 
the librarian, Chuck McAndrew, who in 2015 installed browser soft-
ware (Tor) responsible for making library web searches in Kilton, 
NH, anonymous. Or the Australian surfers who were rescued by 
drones. Or the lawyer whose email was hacked and, as a result, his 
clients wired their 1.9 million-dollar real estate payment to a third-
party thief. Or the surveillance of teen social media accounts in 
Bronx public housing, which led to the overblown and overinclusive 
“Bronx 120 raid,” accusing teenagers of RICO violations. In example 
after example, Boghosian brings to life her thesis that cyber security 
is of paramount importance and we should all be paying attention to 
the actors, mode and methods of surveillance. 

Boghosian’s incisive and informative prose is precisely the type 
of educational campaign we need in our schools, professions and 
personal lives to illuminate how and where our data is being accu-
mulated and the ways it may be misused. As Boghosian discusses, 
surveillance involves more than just privacy concerns. Rather, it 
implicates control issues because data accumulation opens the 
door to increased manipulation. If you’ve ever casually mentioned 
an off-the-cuff interest in something, and then were subsequently 

inundated by advertisements for it in your browsing feed, you know 
the creepiness of covert marketing tactics. As Boghosian points out, 
young people in particular need to be educated about surveillance 
techniques and how their personal data is collected and used by 
corporations and the government. Education is the best inoculation 

here. 
While I don’t necessarily think that everyone reading or listen-

ing to this book will become more guarded when it comes to their 
data, the book raises awareness and puts into context the broader 
implications of data collection. Many social media users do not 
shrink from external scrutiny because transparency with their audi-
ences engenders trust, follows, likes and influence; for some, openly 
sharing personal information to bring people along is an important 
part of altering viewpoints and promoting movements. For others, 
countering the inclination toward privacy and secrecy, leaning into 
“disclosure,” is an end in itself. Boghosian cites to the example of art-
ist Hasan Elahi, a Bangladeshi-born U.S. citizen, who was mistakenly 
on a terrorist watch list. Elahi meticulously documented and pub-
lished even minor details of his life online, simultaneously assuming 
ownership of his own narrative and placating federal authorities by 
proving he wasn’t the person they thought he was. In this reviewer’s 
opinion, the book may benefit from a greater acknowledgement of 
those who believe there’s a role in making themselves public and 
rejecting anonymity in a way that supports social causes. 

Boghosian ends her book with a useful nine-point list of 
things we can do to create and control our own digital footprint. 
Ultimately, she reminds us of the role that the executive branch, 
legislators, jurists and privacy advocates play in shaping the future 
of  surveillance.

Book Review

I Have Nothing to Hide: Surveying the Surveyors

Boghosian talks about the librarian, Chuck 
McAndrew, who in 2015 installed browser software 
(Tor) responsible for making library web searches in 
Kilton, NH, anonymous. Or the Australian surfers 
who were rescued by drones. Or the lawyer whose 
email was hacked and, as a result, his clients wired 
their 1.9 million-dollar real estate payment to a 
third-party thief.r the surveillance of teen social 
media accounts in Bronx public housing, which 
led to the overblown and overinclusive “Bronx 120 
raid,” accusing teenagers of RICO violations. 

www.nlgnyc.org
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meetings where the Taskforce attorneys —
roughly 23 of them taking on cases, and 
many others mentoring and aiding in train-
ings and research — come together and talk 
about what we’ve been encountering as we 
file, litigate, and settle cases. This has led to 
many discoveries, from strategies to handle 
medical liens, dealing with 50-H hearings 
that get out of hand, how to source body 
cam footage effectively, and the list goes on.

I came to this work, mostly as an orga-
nizer; I had lots of experience advocating 
for people who were incarcerated, including 
loved ones of my own, but I didn’t have for-
mal legal training. So, personally, as a newly 
minted legal worker, I’ve learned so much 
from being on the Taskforce — analysis and 
information that will be useful beyond the 
job. In some ways our Taskforce meetings 
remind me of what led to the approval of the 
potential International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, IATSE strike this fall (on a 
much smaller scale, of course); theater and 
film professionals had coalesced around an 
Instagram account that shared experiences 
from workers on the job, and, by shedding 
light on how horribly exploited many of 
these workers are, the IATSE members real-
ized that their experiences of exploitation 
were shared by many and that they could 
change this collectively. This kind of change 
doubles when we work collectively in the 
civil rights practice, because by changing 
practices and finding shortcuts as workers, 

it strengthens the advocacy for our clients. 
One area where I’ve seen this effect is 

with our fellows. Several of our fellows are 
public defenders, and it’s been particularly 
fascinating having them in our meetings 
because what they share from the criminal 
defense practice is incredibly helpful to the 
civil rights attorneys, and things that the 
Taskforce attorneys share can help inform 
their practice as criminal defenders. It was 
an unexpected side effect of the mentorship, 
but it highlighted for the whole taskforce 
how important it is to continue this infor-
mation exchange.

Beyond our weekly meetings we’ve also 
had trainings for our Fellows and Summer 
Associates as well as the attorneys on the 
Taskforce. These trainings have ranged from 
how to negotiate in settlement talks, to 
how to intake clients and how to prepare 
for and represent clients when they testify. 
Our Summer Associates did incredible work 
with the attorneys this summer, aiding them 
in the police misconduct cases and some-
times sorting through discovery which often 
includes a lot of video footage with pretty 
intense brutality. This can be very desta-
bilizing if you’re watching it for a week, so 
we brought in a social worker from Al Otro 
Lado to give a training on how to deal with 
vicarious trauma as a lawyer or legal worker. 

We have a long way to go before all of 
our cases are settled, and before we see the 
substantial policy changes in policing that 
we are fighting for. But our collective action 
has already led to stronger cases, where the 
Taskforce members can share their ideas 
and expertise.

In the coming year, we will continue to 
amplify our clients’ voices, to fight for sys-
temic changes to the NYPD, to shed light on 
and fight for inclusion in the civil rights bar, 
and bring more people in as we demystify 
the process, for lawyers, legal workers, orga-

nizers, and people dealing with the system 
day to day. 

In Solidarity, Rosa Palmeri, Taskforce 
Administrative Assistant

1983 CIVIL LITIGATION FELLOWS FALL/
WINTER — THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR 
HARD WORK THUS FAR!

The NYC-NLG Floyd/BLM Civil 
Litigation Taskforce has been very lucky to 
have Janie, Chris, Lenora, and La Tanya join 
us this fall, as Taskforce attorneys mentor 
them through the 1983 Civil Litigation pro-

cess. They have taken on cases of their own, 
sometimes as co-counsel, sometimes as the 
primary attorney, and other times they’ve 
assisted their mentor in particularly tricky 
cases, including some of the class action 
suits and recent Rikers cases. 

Outside of their time with their mentor, 
they have participated in trainings from 
attorneys all across the Taskforce and have 
been very active participants in our bi-
weekly meetings, breathing new life into our 
day-to-day work. Their perspective as full-
time attorneys practicing in other fields, but 
new to civil rights, has helped us think about 
our work differently, particularly with how 
public defenders and civil rights attorneys 
can support each other and fight for the best 
outcome for their shared client. 

The Taskforce was created in part to 
actively seek out BIPOC attorneys, law 
school students, paralegals, and advocates 
who want to be mentored in civil rights 
litigation work by members of the Taskforce, 
and we hope to continue to expand on this 
work!

George Floyd Task Force
continued from page 1

Several of our fellows are public defenders, and it’s been  
particularly fascinating having them in our meetings because  
what they share from the criminal defense practice is incredibly 
helpful to the civil rights attorneys, and things that the  
Taskforce attorneys share can help inform their practice as  
criminal defenders. It was an unexpected side effect of the 
mentorship, but it highlighted for the whole taskforce how  
important it is to continue this information exchange.

continued on next page
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2021 NLG-NYC FLOYD/BLM CIVIL 
LITIGATION TASKFORCE FELLOWS

La Tanya R. Harry is a Senior Staff 
Attorney with Central Jersey Legal Services, 
Inc. where she practices consumer law. La 
Tanya is originally from East Harlem, NY 
and she attended Rutgers-Newark School of 
Law. La Tanya has always had and maintains 
a strong interest in and passion for civil 
rights and social justice issues. La Tanya is 
deeply honored to be a member of the BLM/
George Floyd Fellowship and looks forward 
to contributing to the civil rights field and 
NYLG’s overall mission and purpose. 

 Christopher Smith is a proud native of 
the Bronx. He currently works at The Bronx 
Defenders as an Early Defense Attorney 
in the Criminal Defence Practice. There, 
Christopher regularly handles criminal 
defense matters before an arrest is made. 
Christopher graduated law school from Pace 
in 2017. In law school, Christopher par-
ticipated in the Criminal Defense Clinic 
which served the Bronx. Christopher also 
interned with The Legal Aid Society in the 
Bronx, Northern Manhattan Improvement 
Corporation’s immigration department, and 
The Bronx Defenders Criminal Defense 
Practice. In law school, Christopher par-
ticipated in multiple moot court and mock 
trial teams, and he was also a Research 
Assistant to The Fifth Edition of Rights of 
Prisoners. Prior to law school, Christopher 
volunteered with City Year Miami as a 
Corps Member in Miami Jackson Senior 

High School. Christopher also graduated 
from the University at Albany.

Lenora Easter is an attorney with over 13 
years’ experience in the Criminal Legal field. 
Upon passing the Florida bar, she served as a 
Public Defender in Orlando for over 5 years. 
Thereafter, she returned to the Bronx, where 
she was born and raised and began working 
at the Bronx Defenders. There, she helped 
create and grow the Early Defense Team; 
an interdisciplinary team whose mission is 
to even the playing field for indigent indi-
viduals (pre-arrest) by advocating for clients 
before their legal issues become legal cases! 
She previously served as the Team Leader 
and is now a Supervising Attorney on the 

team. After the murder of George Floyd, her 
team played a major role in being a citywide 
emergency response unit for those arrested 
by NYPD during the 2020 summer protests. 
She is also currently one of four fellows in 
the 2021-2022 NYC-NLG George Floyd/
BLM Taskforce Fellowship.

Janie Williams is an abolitionist who 
strives and struggles every day to unlearn 
the language, practices, methods, tactics, 
etc. of colonization, white supremacy, and 
capitalism; knowing that even on her last 
day of breath on this stolen land she would 
still not have undone all of the violent con-
ditioning that’s been woven into her fabric, 
but still very cognizant of how fundamental 
and transcendent it is to keep trying anyway. 
Her current paid labor consists of being a 
public defender; however she prides herself 
in being a community organizer, activist, 
and ceramist.

 

Christopher Smith

Lenora Easter

LaTanya R. Harry.

Janie Williams

continued from previous page 
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Corinthia A. Carter, a chapter member 
and Senior Staff Attorney at Legal Services 
for New York City on Court Street in 
Brooklyn, was elected last month as presi-
dent of the Legal Services Staff Association 
(LSSA), Local 2320 (UAW). She took office 
on November 29th. Corinthia is the first 
person of color to serve as LSSA president 
since Rose Morgan stepped down in 1997. 

LSSA, which has over 600 members, is a 
“wall-to-wall” union representing the sup-
port staff, paralegals, receptionists, process 
servers, social workers, attorneys, and other 
non-management staff who work in the 
network of New York City legal services. It 
grew out of the mid-1960s war on poverty 
and is now known as Legal Services of 
New York City (LSNYC) and Mobilization 
for Justice (MFJ, formerly MFY Legal 
Services). Founded in 1973, LSSA is now a 
unit of the National Organization of Legal 
Services Workers (NOLSW), Local 2320 
of the United Automobile, Aerospace, and 
Agricultural Implement Workers (UAW).

LSSA members serve low-income per-
sons and communities throughout New 
York City in civil legal matters, includ-
ing housing, domestic violence, public 
benefits, education, family, community 
economic development, HIV/AIDS, immi-
gration, LGBTQ, and mental health. LSSA 
was a trailblazer making it possible for its 

members to make careers in Legal Services 
through a fair labor contract and a digni-
fied work environment. In addition, it has 
allowed its members to provide high-quality 
legal services in the communities they serve.

Corinthia is a Senior Staff Attorney at 
Brooklyn Legal Services (known to many 
as South Brooklyn Legal Services), part of 
Legal Services NYC, with offices located 
throughout Brooklyn, where she has worked 
since 2017. In late 2020 she became part of 
LSNYC’s Tenants Rights Coalition (TRC). 
TRC is an initiative to represent tenants in 

collaboration with community-based orga-
nizations and engage in affirmative litigation 
to challenge abusive and discriminatory 
behaviors that displace low-income families 
and eliminate affordable housing. In addition, 

Corinthia actively participates in Brooklyn 
Legal Service’s Standing Hiring Committee 
and its Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging (DEIB) Committee. 

Corinthia graduated from CUNY LAW 
in 2017 as a Pro Bono Scholar. While in law 
school, she published a law review article on 
police violence and hashtag activism. She 
holds a master’s degree in Political Science 
and a master’s degree in Human Resource 
Management. Prior to law school, she was 
a tenant organizer and headed AZ Cupcake 

Creations, a certified home-based baking 
business, for fourteen years. 

Corinthia actively participates in Brooklyn 
Legal Service’s Standing Hiring Committee 
and its Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging (DEIB) Committee. In addition, 
for many years, Corinthia was an active 
member of the NYC Bar Association’s 
Diversity Pipeline Initiatives Committee, 
and from 2019 to 2021, she served on the 
Mayor’s Commission on City Marshals. 

She is currently the co-president of the 
PTA at Park Slope Collegiate High School, a 
public school. In 2020, Corinthia joined the 
board of The NLG-NYC Chapter Foundation 
Inc., the philanthropic partner of the NLG 
New York City Chapter. In 2020 she also 
joined the board of Hook Arts Media, a Red 
Hook-based nonprofit that provides arts 
and media education programming to NYC 
public schools as well as afterschool and 
summer learning/work opportunities for 
young people.

Corinthia Carter Elected President
of Legal Services Union

The Legal Services Staff Association was a trailblazer,  
making it possible for its members to make careers in  
Legal Services through a fair labor contract and a dignified  
work environment. In addition, it has allowed its members  
to provide high-quality legal services in the communities  
they serve.

Corinthia Carter

www.nlgnyc.org
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Andrea Yacka-Bible, a co-founder of the Parole Preparation 
Project (PPP) and supervisor at the Legal Aid Society’s Criminal 
Appeals Bureau, was celebrated by over 270 friends and family in 
an on-line tribute held Sunday, December 5th. Andrea died on 
November 20, 2021 of pancreatic cancer at the age of 48.

Andrea’s advocacy, organizing, and leadership were impactful in 
both anti-violence and prison abolition movements nationwide. A 
trained social worker, Andrea worked at the National Clearinghouse 
for the Defense of Battered Women (NCDBW), a Philadelphia-
based resource and advocacy center, on two different occasions for 
over 8 years, and was instrumental in shifting the national landscape 
in the anti-domestic violence field away from carceral approaches 
and towards strategies that center incarcerated and formerly incar-
cerated survivors. Her moral compass was powerful and guided 
countless advocates and others in the field.

She relocated to California 2003, spending years connecting and 
collaborating with incarcerated women serving long-term sentences 
through prison visits, direct advocacy and organizing as a volunteer 
member of the California Coalition for Women Prisoners (CCWP). 
She served as Coordinator of Free Battered Women and then 
Co-Coordinator of the California Habeas Project, collaborating with 
incarcerated and formerly incarcerated survivors to raise conscious-
ness about the criminalization of survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence, and generate support for their release. She initiated “Our 
Voices Within” annual events which featured art, poetry and testi-
mony from criminalized survivors in a creative, educational format. 
Andrea built on this work in her capacity as Co-Coordinator of the 
California Habeas Project, including expanding California’s laws to 
increase pathways for release for survivors and training pro bono 
attorneys to represent incarcerated survivors in post-conviction 
appeals and parole hearings, leading to the release from prison of 
over 40 survivors of domestic violence. 

 In 2011, Andrea started law school at CUNY School of Law. 
While still a 3L, Andrea co-founded the Parole Preparation Project 
(PPP), a volunteer-run collaborative project with people serving 
life sentences in New York State prisons to support them as they 
prepare for upcoming Parole Board interviews. Initially a project of 
the NLG-NYC Chapter’s Mass Incarceration Committee, PPP has 
grown and expanded, training over 600 volunteers who have sup-
ported 350 parole applicants resulting in the release of 210 people. 

Following graduation from CUNY Law, Andrea joined the 
Legal Aid Society’s Criminal Appeals Bureau, representing clients 
on direct appeal and in post-conviction litigation. She was deeply 
dedicated to her clients as well as mentorship and training, devel-
oping an intensive training program for new attorneys in the unit, 
helping advocates statewide develop best practices for working with 
incarcerated survivors seeking release under the Domestic Violence 
Survivors’ Justice Act (DVSJA), and leading her colleagues to advo-
cate for the release of medically vulnerable people in prison when 
the pandemic hit. 

In 2016, Andrea met and fell in love with Suzanne Yacka, and 
they were married only months after their first date. With Sue, 
Andrea discovered her love for karaoke and it became their favorite 

activity to do together in their downtime.
Andrea’s celebration included deeply moving tributes from childhood 

friends, her sister Sara, parents Rebecca and Rollin Bible; clients and co-
workers in Philadelphia and California; law school classmates, including 
a cohort which affectionately called themselves the Esqueers; and Tina 
Lungo, the Attorney-in-Charge of Legal Aid’s Criminal Practice.

Michelle Lewin, another co-founder of PPP and now its Executive 
Director, paid tribute to Andrea’s unique insights: “[An] essential piece 
that Andrea brought to our work was about the relationship between 
volunteers and those in prison we partner with. Andrea was insistent 
from the beginning that these relationships must be rooted in notions 
of solidarity and collaboration. For Andrea, this wasn’t just about getting 
people out of prison or providing essential legal services, but building 
deep, personal, profound and lifelong relationships with those impacted 
by incarceration. She believed that it is these relationships that lay the 
foundation for abolition. Abolition of prisons and the police state, aboli-
tion of stigma and even the abolition of white supremacy.”

Another PPP co-founder and leader in the chapter’s Mass 
Incarceration Committee, Nora Carroll, spoke directly to Andrea 
in her written tribute: “Thank you so much for teaching me to be 
patient, to be principled, to be guided by love and compassion for 
others, and to get up in front of the room and have a go even though 
public speaking is scary. I already miss your detailed and precise 
writing and your multi-colored approach to scheduling. I already 
miss the safe haven of your office at 199 Water Street — somehow 
you knew what to do with that space. And most of all, I will miss 
your abolitionist spirit and passion, the way you got that glint in 
your eye when you were working to get someone out of prison, your 
utter delight when another blow was struck for freedom.”

Andrea’s friends have posted dozens of tributes and wonder-
ful photos, which can be viewed at https://www.gatheringus.com/
memorial/andrea-yacka-bible/8333 The tribute site has a link for 
contributing to a bench dedicated to Andrea in Prospect Park, a 
place where she found peace and happiness as her illness progressed. 
The bench is already near its funding goal, and any extra funds will 
be given to the Parole Preparation Project.

In Memoriam

Friends Gather to Celebrate the Life of  
Abolitionist and Activist Andrea Yacka-Bible
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BY TAMARA BEDIĆ
The timing was perfect  — millions of Americans sequestered 

at home … bored and browsing Netflix to wait out a zoonotic 
pandemic. Tiger King: Murder, Mayhem and Madness became an 
overnight sensation, sampled by 64 million households worldwide 
since its March 20 debut. Initially billed as a documentary about 
tigers in America, the 7-part reality show was a peek into the sordid 
world of exploitative eccentrics running roadside zoos. Tigers were 
mere backdrop.

A revealing moment occurs near the series’ end, when Joseph 
Maldonado Passage (aka Joe Exotic) pulls a newborn tiger cub away 
from its mother while she is defenseless, still in labor. The cub cries 
as Joe drags her by her hind legs through the dirt and underneath a 
metal fence. Having dumped the cubs in a playpen, Joe complains 
about their distress cries. They are newborns, sightless, with no food 
or warmth. We never hear what happens to them, but we can guess.

Separated from their mother at birth, each tiger cub is a photo-
genic money-maker to the unscrupulous for a mere four months. 
Once they’ve grown too old for public mishandling, they are either 
speed bred for more babies (only cubs are the money-makers), 
neglected, sold … even shot by Joe Exotic. Consider: an adult tiger 
eats about $10K worth of food annually; tiger parts are worth a for-
tune in the far East. Once no longer cute-’n’-cuddly, tigers are worth 
more dead than alive. 

How Joe Exotic acquired his exotic felines and where/to whom he 
dumped them became the catalyst of our July webinar. We discov-
ered that anyone could buy tiger cubs online, at Amish auctions and 

via Animal Finder 
Guide. We discov-
ered that a tiger was 
rescued from apart-
ment 5E of a public 
housing complex in 
Harlem; that North 
Carolina, Alabama, 
Wisconsin and 
Nevada require 
licenses for 10lb. 
housecats, but not 
for 400lb. tigers; and 
that there are more 
tigers in America’s 
backyards, base-

ments and trailers today than there are in the wild. Panelist and first 
responder Tim Harrison explained that it’s impossible to calculate 
how many police officers, fire-fighters and EMS workers are mauled, 
bitten, stung or killed by exotic pets in response to a 911 call, because 
there is no box a coroner can check on their report. “Accident at 
work” is how a first-responder’s death is billed. Madness indeed. 

While we were organizing our panel of experts, a teen-aged 
tiger named “India” made national news by escaping and strolling 
through a Houston suburb on May 8th. Over July 4th weekend, an 
African serval jumped on a woman in Atlanta, Georgia. It seems 

Tiger King Redux

continued on next page
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the bad boyz of Tiger King were no bizarre fringe, but that exotic 
cat ownership had become fashionable among the super-rich and 
super macho—from ex-drug lord Mario Tabraue to Mike Tyson to 
Louisiana State’s Mike the Tiger.

Enter Rep. Mike Quigley of Chicago’s 5th District. While Rep.  
Quigley readily admitted that he won’t watch late-night ASPCA 
commercials (they upset him too much), he has been a fierce 
advocate for the Big Cat and Public Safety Act (S. 1210/H.R. 263) 
since 2017. Now he Sponsors the bill. Opening our webinar, Rep. 
Quigley explained that the Big Cat and Public Safety Act [BCPSA] 
would amend the Lacey Act and grandfather exotic felines people 

already possess as “pets”. However, BCPS would prohibit both 
breeding and all public contact, thereby de-incentivizing the breed-
and-dump cycle. Rep. Quigley described the legislative process 
to our webinar audience and the need to build Congressional 
consensus. (For an update on the bill’s progress, see https://www.
facebook.com/bigcatrescue/videos/1053114452198405 )

Why a federal bill? Leading us through this infographic, panelist 
Prof. Carney Anne Nasser (formerly of Tulane Law School) decried 
the current patchwork of state laws and emphasized the critical need 
for national uniformity. 

Prof. Delcianna Winters, Animal Law Program Director at 
Vermont Law School, heartily agreed, explaining that many road-
side zoos were chronic violators of the Animal Welfare Act. Cubs 
have frozen to death at Nick Sculac’s Serenity Springs in Colorado; 
adults have unattended bone fractures protruding through their 
skin. While the USDA is tasked with enforcing animal welfare 
minimums, it is a responsibility they’ve neither wanted nor seriously 
pursued. Citations against abusers pile up, yet licenses are renewed 
year after year to even the worst offenders (e.g. Tim Stark, despite 
Stark’s conviction of wildlife  trafficking). 

Moving from USDA failure to litigation successes, Deputy 
General Counsel Brittany Peet of PETA analyzed two cases PETA 
initiated against animal exploiters: first, PETA’s 2016 case against 
Dade City Wild Things for negligence and abuse; and secondly, 
PETA’s 2017 action against Tim Stark where PETA argued (de novo) 
that premature separation of cubs from their mothers and exploi-
tation in public encounters violated the Endangered Species Act. 
PETA won a default judgment and a partial summary judgement, 
respectively; moving 48 big cats to sanctuary. 

What distinguished the big cats’ prior roadside residence from 

Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge, their new home? Our final panel-
ist, Carole Baskin of Big Cat Rescue compared the ethics of zoos 
to sanctuaries in a striking series of “Before” and “After” images. 
“Sanctuaries,” Carole said, “do not buy, breed or sell big cats. They 
don’t allow public contact and don’t exhibit their cats off site. Zoos 
talk about conservation as an excuse to breed cute cubs to attract 
visitors and donors. But none of these big cats will ever live free. 
Sanctuaries should exist for one purpose only — to end the abuse 
that causes the need for their existence. If a sanctuary is not lobbying 
to end cub-petting and private possession, they don’t understand the 
problem. And if they’re posing with big cats and making them look 
like pets, they ARE the problem.”

Over a dozen sanctuaries are now dedicated to rescuing America’s 
abused or abandoned exotic cats— once “pets,” now unmanageable 
by maturity. Given the thousands of lions, tigers and bears needing 
sanctuary, one wonders how America got here? A film that explores 
the beginnings of this wildlife debacle is Conservation Game. 
Although Director Michael Weber ultimately could not join us for 
the webinar, his award-winning documentary is a must-see antidote. 
It’s what Tiger King could have been—but wasn’t. 

THE CONSERVATION GAME. Official Trailer—YouTube.
Director Mike Weber; panelists Tim Harrison and Carole Baskin; 
Howard Baskin

NLG-NYC Animal Rights Committee brings together the 
scientific, conservation and legal communities to end abuse of 
non-humans everywhere—wild and domestic. Follow our tweets 
NLGNYC_Animal and Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
NLGNYC.Animal.Rights/ for updates about our next webinar: 
Rhino Poaching.

How Joe Exotic acquired his exotic felines and 
where/to whom he dumped them became the 
catalyst of our July webinar. We discovered 
that anyone could buy tiger cubs online, at 
Amish auctions and via Animal Finder Guide. 
We discovered that a tiger was rescued from 
apartment 5E of a public housing complex in 
Harlem; that North Carolina, Alabama, Wisconsin 
and Nevada require licenses for 10lb. housecats, 
but not for 400lb. tigers; and that there are more 
tigers in America’s backyards, basements and 
trailers today than there are in the wild. 

continued from previous page 
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December 29, 2021

Dear Members:

As 2021 comes to a close, we want to THANK YOU for the work you do every day 
to make our world a more just and equitable place. Workplace and housing justice 
advocates, defenders, prison abolition and climate change warriors, immigration 
activists, are among the many movements we serve. We are grateful for your 
membership and the community of legal advocates that make the Guild a unique force 
for justice in our city. A committed group of movement lawyers and legal advocates 
dedicated to the proposition that human rights will be more sacred the property 
interests. We look forward to a new year full of promise, yet realizing the incoming city 
administration presents unknowns and a possibility of new justice challenges. 

2021, though mostly virtual, brought important changes for our chapter. We now 
have a permanent home at 14 E. 4th St., The Silk Building, which when conditions 
permit, will enable us to host events, trainings and gatherings in a beautiful setting. 
This new office, owned by the chapter’s philanthropic partner, The NLG-NYC Chapter 
Foundation Inc., provides the chapter a secure and permanent setting for our work for 
New York’s communities. 

This past year, our Mass Defense Committee provided legal support for over 100 
demonstrations, trained over 150 new legal observers and represented over 100 
activists in criminal court. Our Animal Rights Committee held three well attended 
webinars, and we reactivated our Environmental Justice and Immigration Committees. 
Look for upcoming meetings, CLEs and events next year! 

The Chapter’s George Floyd Civil Litigation Taskforce, a group of chapter attorneys, 
filed over one hundred notices of claim, filed numerous civil suits, mentored four 
fellows and over a dozen summer interns in civil rights ligation brought on behalf 
of activists arrested in the summer 2020 racial justice demonstrations following the 
murder of George Floyd. Read more about the Taskforce in this issue. 

A special chapter committee also organized a national commemoration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Attica Prison Rebellion. It held highly attended online events Sept. 9 and 
Sept. 13, and is now producing video oral histories of survivors and the NLG members who 
were part of the trial teams as attorneys and legal workers who defended over a thousand 
felony charges between 1972 and 1973, and worked on a civil rights suit on behalf of Attica 
survivors for a quarter century. Learn more at Atticaisallofus.org.

continued on page 11
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If you are due to renew your membership, please do, so we can continue to fund our 
programs and projects. If you are able, please consider making a year-end contribution 
to the chapter. Tax-deductible donations of one hundred dollars or more can be made 
payable to the NLG-NYC Chapter Foundation Inc, and mailed to the chapter office, or given 
online at https://nlgnyc.org/nlg-nyc-foundation. Nondeductible donations can be made to  
the Chapter through this link: https://nlgnyc.org/contribute/ or by check payable to the  
NLG-NYC.

 We’re so glad that you’re here with us as we keep working, learning, and growing. We look 
forward to seeing you in the New Year. Virtually and hopefully in-person! 

Sincerely,

 
Andy Izenson  Susan Howard
President   Executive Director

 A copy of the Foundation’s latest annual report is available from the Foundation, 14 East 
4th Street, Suite 601 New York, NY 10012 or by going online to https://www.charitiesnys.com 
or writing to the Charities Bureau, Office of the Attorney General of the State of New York, 28 
Liberty St., NYC 10005.

 

continued from page 10
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CUNY School of Law will restore the 
Haywood Burns Chair in Civil Rights. 
Haywood was a member of the New York 
City Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild 
(NLG) and served as the national president. 
He was also the first Executive Director of 
the National Conference of Black Lawyers.

The Haywood Burns Chair in Civil 
Rights was created following the 1996 death 
of former Dean Haywood Burns in an 
automobile accident in Cape Town, South 
Africa  — where he was participating in a 
conference on the transition to democracy 
in that nation. 

Haywood was a beloved and legend-
ary figure in the civil rights movement. He 
served as counsel to the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., to Angela Davis, and to inmates 
who led the Attica prison rebellion. He had 
a lifelong commitment to legal education. 
Under the leadership of Dean Burns, CUNY 
Law received full accreditation from the 
American Bar Association.

The Burns Chair in Civil Rights, a vis-
iting faculty position, was the first chair 
named for an African American at a law 
school in New York State. The Law School 
has appointed extraordinary lawyers to this 
chair to advance the mission Haywood left 
us: to teach, mentor, and inspire a new gen-
eration of people’s lawyers. 

Past Burns Chair appointees include U.S. 
Court of Appeals Judge Nathaniel Jones, 
who was legal director of the NAACP from 
1969 to 1979; U.S. District Judge Robert 
Carter, who was lead counsel in Brown v. 
Board of Education No. 1; Ted Shaw, who 

was the NAACP-LDF’s director/ counsel and 
president from 2004 to 2008; and Albie 
Sachs, a lawyer who fought apartheid in 
South Africa, served as a member of the 
African National Congress, and as a Justice 
appointed by Nelson Mandela to the South 
African Constitutional Court. 

CUNY Law’s former Dean Kristin Booth 

Glen, a friend of Haywood’s, initiated the 
Burns Chair in Civil Rights. Hundreds of 
alumni and friends donated approximately 
$520,000 to an endowed fund at the CUNY 
School of Law Foundation to establish the 

chair. The Law School also secured annual 
allocations of $100,000 through the New 
York State Legislature to provide the base 
salary. State support ended in 2011. The 
CUNY Law community and its supporters 
have initiated a campaign to secure funding 
for the Burns Chair going forward.

In his announcement in August that 

CUNY Law would reinstate the Haywood 
Burns Chair in Civil Rights, Interim 
Dean Eduardo R.C. Capulong observed, 
“Haywood was Dean when I was a student 
at the Law School. I am overjoyed to help 
revive the Burns Chair in Civil Rights as 
one way we can honor his record of zealous 
advocacy against racism, but also for a soci-
ety based on the principle of social, political, 
and economic equality.” 

For more information, please contact 
Elizabeth Dickinson, Executive Director, 
CUNY School of Law Foundation (eliza-
beth.dickinson@law.cuny.edu).

Haywood Burns Chair Restored
at CUNY School of Law

Attica Brother Shango (Bernard Stroble), second from right, returns to D Yard with his NLG legal team, attorneys 
Haywood Burns and Ernie Goodman, and investigator Linda Borus, one of the staff of the NLG-NYC Chapter. Photo by 
Michael Layne, courtesy of William Goodman.

Interim Dean Eduardo R.C. Capulong observed,  
“Haywood was Dean when I was a student at the Law  
School. I am overjoyed to help revive the Burns Chair in  
Civil Rights as one way we can honor his record of zealous  
advocacy against racism, but also for a society based on  
the principle of social, political, and economic equality.” 
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It has been anything but a lockdown-year 
for The NLG-NYC Chapter Foundation Inc., 
the philanthropic partner of the New York 
City Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild. 
The year began with a substantial grant 
to support of the chapter’s mass defense 
work around the summer 2020 racial jus-
tice protests following the killing of George 
Floyd. Based on a request from the chapter 
Executive Committee (EC), the grant was 
made to cover the chapter’s actual out-of-
pocket mass defense expenses, and for the 
chapter’s Affirmative Litigation Committee 
for litigation to support the cases arising 
from the protests. 

The Foundation made a grant to fund the 
commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 
of the Attica prison rebellion. Organized by 
the Chapter’s Committee to Commemorate 
the Attica Prison Rebellion and under the 
leadership of Sarah Kunstler, two days of 
national programming were live-streamed 
on the September 9th anniversary of the 
rebellion and the September 13th anniver-
sary of the massacre. In addition, a rich 
permanent archive, including detailed oral 
histories by participants, was created as a 
permanent resource. The programs can be 
viewed at www.atticaisallofus.org .

With the expiration of the chapter’s lease 
on Canal Street in June, during the course 
of the new office search, Chapter Director 
Susan Howard found a small, well-priced 
office condominium in the historic Silk 
Building. Silk is often remembered as the 
New York home of Tower Records on lower 
Broadway, and has five floors of office con-
dominiums, and six floors of residential 
apartments. https://ephemeralnewyork.
wordpress.com/tag/silk-building-fourth-
street/ Realizing decades of hopes that 
the chapter could acquire a permanent 
home, the Foundation acquired Suite 601. 
Allan Botshon’s transformative gift, which 
established the foundation, enabled the 
Foundation to purchase a permanent home 
for the NYC-NLG in June, with the chapter 
occupying most of the space. The chapter’s 
monthly costs are less than the rent it was 
paying on Canal Street and are expected to 
remain so for many years to come. The space 
is large enough to hold most committee 
meetings, and is flexible enough to provide 
office space and space for mass defense 
mobilizations. Once pandemic restrictions 

permit, the chapter will welcome the mem-
bership to an open-house to introduce the 
new space. 

GOT A PROGRAM-BUILDING IDEA? 
JOIN A COMMITTEE OR PROJECT 
AND APPLY FOR A NLG-NYC CHAPTER 
FOUNDATION GRANT!

The Foundation has two grant pro-
grams. They advance the Foundation’s goals 
to promote membership in the NLG-NYC 
Chapter, build capacity of committees or 
program subdivisions of the Chapter, and 
seed creation of Chapter program address-
ing timely social justice issues.

The first program is for grants up to 
$5,000 to Chapter committees, projects and 
subdivisions. The second is for grants of 
$5,000 or above to Chapter committees, 
projects and subdivisions. Both a Simplified 
Application for the first program, and an 
outline of general criteria and application 
procedures for the second, are available 
from the Chapter office, nlgnyc@igc.org or 
from Foundation president Martin Stolar, 
mrslaw37@hotmail.com. (Grants are not 
intended for individual Guild members, 
outside entities, firms or non-profits where 
NLG members work, or cases of individual 
members or outside entities.)

FOUNDATION’S BACKGROUND

The Foundation, a tax-exempt charita-
ble-educational organization under section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, was 
created through the transformative bequest 

of chapter member and major donor Allan 
Botshon (stewarded by his friend and 
Chapter Director Susan Howard). Allan had 
a storefront law practice on Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side. (Learn more about Allan’s 
life on page 4 of the Spring-Summer 2015 
Chapter newsletter https://nlgnyc.org/
wp-content/uploads/2018/04/NYC-NYC-
News-summer2015.pdf).

HOW TO SUPPORT CHAPTER WORK 
THROUGH THE FOUNDATION

Tax exempt gifts of $100 or more for 
educational and public service activities of 
the New York City Chapter of the National 
Lawyers Guild may be made to The NLG-
NYC Chapter Foundation Inc., and will be 
granted to the Chapter, including for donor 
advised Chapter activities. Donations by 
check may be mailed to The NLG-NYC 
Chapter Foundation, Inc., 14 East 4th Street, 
New York, NY 10012. Online donations 
can be made at https://nlgnyc.org/nlg-nyc-
foundation/.

Persons considering a bequest for general 
support or educational and public service 
activities of the New York City Chapter of 
the National Lawyers Guild are encour-
aged to make The NLG-NYC Chapter 
Foundation Inc. the recipient of the gift. The 
Foundation’s annual reports, tax returns and 
organizational documents are available on 
the Charities Registry of the website of the 
New York State Attorney General’s Charites 
Bureau: www.charitiesnys.com.

The Foundation board is elected by the 
Executive Committee of the New York 
City NLG Chapter for three-year terms. 
Current board members are Kevi Brannelly, 
Corinthia Carter, Marco Conner DiAquoi 
(treasurer), Sarah Kunstler (vice-president), 
Franklin Siegel (secretary) and Martin Stolar 
(president).

NLG-NYC Chapter Foundation Purchases a Permanent
Home for the Chapter and Funds Chapter Program

Marty Stolar and seller Alysse Bezahler at the closing on 
June 28, 2021
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The chapter held its annual Executive 
Board/Officers election and holiday cele-
bration on December 9 via Zoom. There also 
was a report back from the George Floyd / 
BLM Affirmative Litigation Taskforce.

From the abuses facing Haitian migrants 
at the border, to the continued ban on asy-
lum seekers entering the U.S. under Title 42, 
the crisis facing U.S immigrants did not end 
with the Trump Administration. In fact, in 
many ways it has gotten worse, especially for 
those impacted by immigration detention. 
Deportation rates have increased; the cost of 
immigration bond is astronomical, and rhet-
oric criminalizing immigrants has continued. 
While immigration bills in Congress have 
stalled, advocates in NY are pushing locally 
to expand protections for all immigrants. 
The NLG-NYC Immigration Committee 
meeting on November 30 addressed the 
plight of those currently detained, the state of 
immigration policy under President Biden, 
and described some of the exciting work 
pushing back against the egregious immigra-
tion enforcement practices in New York. The 
presenter was former NLG-NYC Chapter 
President Carl Hamad-Lipscombe. Carl is 
the Executive Director of Envision Freedom 
Fund, an organization that works to disman-
tle the oppressive and racist immigration and 
criminal legal systems, while seeking to meet 
the urgent needs of those who are victimized 
by them. Envision Freedom operates the 
largest immigration bond fund in the U.S.; 
builds power through organizing, education, 
and leadership development; and collabo-
rates with partners to lead campaigns for 
transformative policy change. Carl was also 
a board member of the National Lawyers 
Guild Foundation.

The Pace Law School NLG 
Chapter presented a LAW STUDENT 
DISORIENTATION: It’s not you, It’s 
law school via Zoom on September 23. 

The Disorientation Panel included: Elena 
Cohen — Criminal defense and civil rights 
attorney, Ph.D., partner at Cohen & Green 
P.L.L.C., and President of NLG National; 
Cynthia Roseberry  — Criminal justice 
reform advocate and attorney/deputy direc-
tor of the ACLU’s Justice Division; Kira 
Kelley  — Anarchist, prison abolitionist, 
Vermont Chapter of the NLG, and attorney 
for the Community Environmental Legal 
Defense Fund; and Dean Spade — queer & 
trans activist, writer, & Associate Professor 
at Seattle University School of Law.

The NLG-NYC Animal Rights Committee 
presented a Zoom Webinar: Tiger King Redux 
on July 23. See the report from Committee 
Chair Tamara Bedić on page 10.

The chapter wrote to the New York Office 
of Court Administration on June 3 urging 
it to adopt ABA Model Rule of Professional 
Conduct 8.4(g) on harassment and discrimi-
nation to address unwelcome physical contact 
and inappropriate and/or offensive verbal 
comments directed at female attorneys.

The NLG-NYC Animal Rights Committee 
presented a Zoom Webinar: ENDANGERED 
SPECIES & BORDER WALLS on May 13. 
Scientists, lawyers & politicians discussed 
whether impenetrable, man-made bor-
der walls harm endangered species that are 
already fractured, losing habitat, trafficked, 
and facing extinction. Speakers included: Hon. 
Congressman Earl Blumenauer, Oregon’s 3rd 
Congressional District; Jason Rylander, Esq., 
Senior Endangered Species Counsel, Defenders 
of Wildlife; Bryan Bird, Southwest Director, 

Defenders of Wildlife; John Buse, Esq., Senior 
Counsel, Center for Biological Diversity; 
Elizabeth Forsyth, Esq., EarthJustice; Michael 
Robinson, author of Predatory Bureaucracy, 
Center for Biological Diversity; Marianna 
Treviño-Wright, Executive Director, National 
Butterfly Center; Maggie Howell, Executive 
Director, Wolf Conservation Center; Hon. 
Congresswoman Nanette Barragán, 
California’s 44th Congressional District; Hon. 
Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick, Arizona’s 
2nd Congressional District; and Hon. 
Congressman Raúl Grijalva, Arizona’s 3rd 
Congressional District. Tamara Bedić, Esq., 
Animal Rights Committee Chair: “Over 1500 
people registered for the webinar. Over 320 

joined. Three national wildlife organizations. 
Four members of Congress! If you have an ani-
mal rights topic you would like to suggest for a 
webinar or a question you would like answered, 
post on our Facebook page or reach out to me 
at tamara_bedic@yahoo.com. If you would 
like to learn more about Endangered Species 
and Border Walls, “follow” the Animal Rights 
Committee Facebook page at https://www.face-
book.com/NLGNYC.Animal.Rights/”

continued on page 16

Six-foot-deep open trench created during border wall 
construction 
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The Chapter held a Fall Ball! (a safe alternative to our 
annual Spring Fling fundraiser) at the beautiful, very large 
outdoor space at Nowadays on November 4. The space was 
heated with fire pits, heat lamps and included a few yurts! 
Food was catered by Purslane.

F A L L  B A L L

Ben Meyers and Andy Izenson

Joel Kupferman, Columbia Fiero, Ann Schneider, Ben Meyers Enjoying each other’s company at the Fall Ball

Fall Ball revelers warming themselves by the fire

www.nlgnyc.org
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continued on page 11

The NLG-NYC Mass Defense 
Committee presented virtual sessions of its 
ongoing Legal Observer Training Series on 
April 14, 15, June 3, 8, 15, 9, September 18, 
26, November 16 and 17, and December 1 
for those members interested in joining the 
MDC Legal Observer team and NLG-NYC 
Legal Observers that would like a refresher.

On March 16, the chapter arranged a 
Zoom Screening of the PBS documentary 
Eyes on the Prize  — A Nation of Law? 
(1968-1971) which documents how Black 
activism was increasingly met with violent 
and unethical response from local and federal 
law enforcement. The documentary focuses 
on the Attica uprising and massacre, and the 
police murder of Fred Hampton and Mark 
Clark in Chicago. The screening was followed 
by a Q & A with Eddie Conway, former 
political prisoner and leader of the Baltimore 
Black Panther Party; criminal defense attor-
ney Robert J. Boyle, who has represented 
numerous political prisoners and who won 
the release of Mr. Conway; Tyrone Larkins, 
Attica Brother who was present in D yard 
during the rebellion; and Daniel L. Meyers, 
criminal defense attorney who represented 
the Attica Brothers in decades of litigation.

During this year’s Week Against Mass 
Incarceration (WAMI), NLG law students 
organized around the theme of “Abolition 
and Beyond,” including jails, immigration 
detention, juvenile detention facilities, and 
psychiatric wards. Students included the 

abolition of policing as part of the larger 
mass incarceration system (and in line with 
the Guild’s 2020 resolution supporting the 
abolition of police). On March 15 Cardozo 
Law NLG students presented a virtual Q 
& A panel with Baz Dreisinger, author of 
Incarceration Nations, and a discussion on 
grassroots abolition movements across the 
country, with speakers from NYC, Texas, 
Georgia, and St. Louis; and Fordham Law 
NLG students organized a panel, A Country 
Without Prisons: Dispelling Myths that 

Deter Abolition to deconstruct scare-tactics 
surrounding abolition.

#HALTsolitary. On March 1, the NLG 
Chapter at NYU Law School co-spon-
sored a virtual teach-in hosted by NYU’s 
Solitary Confinement Project and New York’s 
#HALTsolitary campaign. The #HALTsolitary 
campaign brings together advocates working 
throughout the state to end solitary confine-
ment in prisons and jails by supporting the 
HALT bill (S2836) which has passed both 
houses in the NYS Legislature. Amongst other 
changes, the bill will prohibit solitary beyond 
15 days for all people and ban it entirely for 
certain vulnerable groups such as adolescents, 
those with mental illnesses, and pregnant 
women. NYU’s Ending the Prison Industrial 
Complex (EPIC) Advocacy also co-sponsored 
the event. [The HALT Solitary Confinement 
Act was subsequently signed into law by for-
mer Governor Cuomo on April 1.]

The NYU-NLG Chapter co-sponsored 
Unlock the Bar: Character and Fitness 
Teach-In on February 27. “On the heels of the 
February Bar exam, Unlock the Bar, in con-
junction with NYU, Columbia, and CUNY law 
schools, invites you to our virtual teach-in about 

The New York City Chapter of the National 
Lawyers Guild and its Environmental Justice 
Committee condemns the egregious actions 
by the Mayor and his administration that has 
inflicted irreparable harm on East River Park 
in abrogation of the Court order preventing 
any work from proceeding. We encourage 
the Court of Appeals to impose the maxi-
mum penalties available against the City 
and its actors for inflicting this irreparable 
damage. 

The DeBlasio Administration, claiming to 
protect residents of the Lower East Side from 
future flood devastation while preserving the 
community’s access to open green space, has 
fully failed in both of these regards, instead 
recklessly and violently undercutting public 
health, public safety, and public participa-
tion, while flouting the rule of law.

Chainsaws and heavy forestry machin-

ery, operated with full protection from the 
NYPD, have been clear-cutting the mature 
trees of East River Park for the last week, 
including in the dead of night, despite a 
Court-issued restraining order blocking this 
specific activity. The City Law Department’s 
specious interpretation of this order may fail 
under the Court’s review, but this will do 
nothing to reverse the destruction of park 
trees and the public commons beloved by 
the 100,000 Lower East Side residents for 
whom the park provides recreation, respite, 
and sanctuary. It was incumbent on the City 
to refrain from commencing demolition of 
East River Park pending resolution of the 
litigated issues by the high court rather than 
commencing wholesale destruction. Instead, 
the City has aggressively and impermissibly 
attacked a beloved community space and 
ecosystem. This will only further erode the 

public’s trust.
The National Lawyers Guild-NYC and 

its Environmental Justice Committee stand 
with the people of the Lower East Side and 
of New York City, who deserve protection 
from climate change and access to clean air, 
heat mitigation and open space. The City’s 
reprehensible actions will ensure hotter 
temperatures in the summer, increase dust 
particulate matter, and deprive children of 
a place to play, in a community already bur-
dened by environmental illness and COVID. 
The City’s actions will ensure an increase in 
environmental-related illness, and a decrease 
in the quality of life for the community.

The City’s undercutting of judicial pro-
cess shows its contemptuous disregard for 
law, the environment, and the people of this 
City.

continued from page 14

NLG-NYC Environmental Justice Committee statement 
on East River Park destruction December 15, 2021
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the Character and Fitness (C&F) and our fight 
to explore what championing liberatory princi-
ples can look like in the legal profession. Unlock 
the Bar is a coalition of groups organizing to 
end discrimination against system-impacted 
people in law school and Bar admissions. We 
are currently seeking to remove the explicitly 
discriminatory questions on the New York 
State Bar Character and Fitness Application 
and law school applications, in pursuit of 
eliminating the character and fitness process 
altogether. At the teach-in, we will explore the 
discriminatory origins of the C&F, explore how 
the current C&F violates legal statutes and lib-
eratory values with an attorney from the Legal 
Aid Society’s Worker Justice Project, and hear 
from folks who have been negatively impacted 
by the C&F.”

Animal cruelty is a red flag: 71% of 
women fleeing a domestic violence situa-
tion said their partner threatened, injured, 
or killed their companion animal; in 88% 
of homes where children are being abused, 
companion animals are being abused. On 
February 24, the Animal Rights Committee 
hosted a webinar on Desmond’s Law, which 
is the Connecticut law that provides for 
a free court advocate who can investigate 
these situations more deeply, because animal 
abuse is often a complex issue deserving 
attention. David Rosengard, Senior Staff 
Attorney, Animal Legal Defense Fund and 
Phil Tedeschi, Clinical Professor, Executive 
Director, Institute for Human-Animal 
Connection, University of Denver led the dis-
cussion. Desmond’s Law gives abused animals 
a free court advocate, someone to represent 
their interest. Connecticut has this law since 
2016; shouldn’t New York and New Jersey? 

The NYU-NLG Chapter co-sponsored 
a Zoom Colloquium and CLE: Defund to 
Abolish on February 9. Panels included: 
Defund Means Defund; Abolishing 
Police Across Intersecting Systems; 
Communities Without Police  — We Keep 
Our Communities Safe; and Defunding the 

Police in Practice. The program was orga-
nized by the NYU Review of Law and Social 
Change, NYU Black Allied Law Student 
Association, and Latinx Law Students 
Association, with the co-sponsorship of 
40+ NYU Law organizations, and the fis-
cal support of the NYU Law Student Bar 
Association: “Join community organizers, 
legal practitioners, and activist scholars to 
unpack and explore strategies to defund and 
abolish the police and engage with the imagi-
native possibilities of a police-free world.”

On February 23, the Chapter co-
signed a letter sponsored by the Center for 
Democracy & Technology asking the New 
York City Council to include disability in its 
bill concerning bias in Artificial intelligence 
(AI) AI hiring tools. The letter urges the 
Council to ensure that the bill addresses dis-
crimination against people with disabilities 
in the sale of products containing automated 
employment decision algorithms. 

G U I L D  I N  A C T I O N

September 9-13, 1971–September 9-13, 2021

Attica 50th Anniversary 
Remembrance Events

The NYC Chapter’s Committee to Commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Attica 
Prison Rebellion presented multiple activities throughout the fall commemorating the 
largest prison uprising in American history, its brutal aftermath, and the legal fight-back 
in which the NLG was deeply involved. Convened by chapter member Sarah Kunstler, the 
Committee brought together Attica survivors, historians, activists and members of the 
legal teams for panels livestreamed on September 9th, the anniversary of the rebellion, 
and on September 13th, the anniversary of the massacre. The Committee also organized 
a permanent archive of historical documents and video oral histories.

Catch up on the four panels, and explore the ongoing posting of archival materials and 
oral histories at www.atticaisallofus.org/. The two September 9th panels can be viewed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_VD_2vE8a4 (beginning at minute 29:45), and the 
two September 13th panels at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mSl2XfpauE (begin-
ning at minute 34:08).

The Attica Brothers’ legal fight-back received close attention in the documentation 
effort, exploring how in late 1972, New York State charged 63 Attica Brothers in 42 felony 
indictments with 1289 crimes. Attica survivors and NLG members who were part of the 
largest criminal defense mobilization in NLG history, and those who fought to secure 
justice for the Attica Brothers in an epic civil lawsuit lasting a quarter century, described 
the inspiring story of the NLG support of the Attica Brothers in the courts at a national 
online workshop held October 16th at the NLG National Convention. View the workshop 
at https://vimeo.com/641217055 password nlg2021).

The chapter Committee’s remembrance activities and assemblage of the archival col-
lections were underwritten with a grant from The NLG-NYC Chapter Foundation Inc., 
the philanthropic partner of the NLG-NYC Chapter.

DON’T BE A 
GRINCH

Please make a commitment to  
renew your membership and  

get active in the Guild! 

You can now pay your dues or make 
a contribution online by going to 

www.nlgnyc.org/how-to-join
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CUNY School of Law announced on 
December 1 that it will restore the Haywood 
Burns Chair in Civil Rights which was cre-
ated by former Dean Kristin Booth Glen in 
1996. Haywood (1940-1996) served as NLG 
national president and was a member of the 
NYC Chapter. He was also the first Executive 
Director of the National Conference of Black 
Lawyers. He died in an automobile accident 
in Cape Town, South Africa  — where he 
was participating in a conference on the 
transition to democracy in that nation. He 
was a beloved and legendary figure in the 
civil rights movement. Haywood served as 
counsel to the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Angela Davis, and to inmates who led the 
Attica prison rebellion. 

On November 29, Corinthia A. Carter was 
elected President of the Legal Services Staff 
Association (LSSA), Local 2320 (UAW). 
She is a CUNY Law graduate and Senior 
Staff Attorney at Brooklyn Legal Services on 
Court Street. LSSA has over 600 members 
and is a “wall-to-wall” union representing 
the support staff, paralegals, receptionists, 
process servers, social workers, attorneys, 
and other non-management staff. 

Jack Einstein reports that on November 
12 the Union of Legal Workers for Trans 
Liberation (@ULW4TL), was formally rec-
ognized by the Transgender Legal Defense 
and Education Fund (TLDEF). Unionized 
staff members include legal workers, pro-
gram associates, development associates, 
and attorneys. “We’ve unionized to address 
issues of long-term staff pay, lack of a pay step 
structure or raises, inadequate health care 
coverage for gender affirming procedures, 
lack of health care coverage for family mem-
bers, and many other vital concerns.” TLDEF 
is known for its Name Change Project, 
Trans Health Project, and impact litiga-
tion that serves the transgender community. 
ULW4TL is part of the Association of Legal 
Aid Attorneys (UAW-Local 2325). 

HBO ran a documentary in October 
called Nuclear Family about a lesbian cou-
ple who created a family in the early 80’s 
through surrogacy before it was a com-
mon practice, and the tensions and legal 
fights that emerged when one of the donors 
wanted custody. The NLG connection is 
that one of the couple was a NYC chapter 
member (Sandra Russo), and the donor 
who sued for custody was a San Francisco 

NLG chapter member (Tom Steel). The 
three-episode mini-series was made by the 
child, now grown-up. It delves into every 
aspect of her childhood and familial life, 
“with a particular focus on how her loving, 
lesbian parents essentially established gay 
parenthood in the country, and the lawsuit 
that threatened to tear everything apart.” 
You can listen to a 19-minute radio segment 
with the filmmaker, Ry Russo-Young here 
https://www.wnyc.org/story/nuclear-family-
ry-russo-young 

Info on the film from HBO: https://www.
hbo.com/nuclear-family 

On October 1 the Civilian Complaint 
Review Board, the agency that over-
sees misconduct by the New York Police 
Department, recommended that disciplin-
ary charges be brought against the NYPD 
lawyer who directed police to arrest NLG 
legal observers during a protest in the Bronx 
in the summer of 2020. It is the first time the 
Civilian Complaint Review Board has made 
such a recommendation. “The police com-
missioner and his Legal Bureau haven’t raised 
a finger since June 4, 2020, to affirm or protect 
the rights of legal observers,” said civil rights 
lawyer Gideon Oliver, one of three attor-
neys representing the legal observers. “With 
police leadership remaining silent about the 
arrest of legal observers, there’s an ongoing 
threat that history will repeat itself.” https://
theintercept.com/2021/10/15/nypd-legal-
observer-arrests-bronx-protests/

Former chapter Executive Committee 
member Zack Struver began a clerkship 
with Judge Jenny Rivera on the NYS Court 
of Appeals on August 9.

Michael Steven Smith hosted a book 
party for Michael Ratner’s memoir Moving 
the Bar on July 27 at La Plaza Cultural 
de Armando Perez Garden on Avenue 
C. Speakers and readers included Rachel 
Meeropol and Baher Asmy from the Center 
for Constitutional Rights CCR.

On July 5, the Law and Disorder show on 
Pacifica’s WBAI radio featured attorney and 
ethics professor Ellen Yaroshefsky on the 
possibility of getting Rudolph Giuliani’s law 
license suspended, and an interview with 
Margaret Ratner Kunstler on the January 6 
coup attempt. 

Jonathan Moore was featured in a 

90-minute documentary The People v. 
Agent Orange broadcast June 28 in the PBS 
series “Independent Lens”. The documen-
tary, which the NY Times said, “chronicles 
the enduring effects of the defoliant Agent 
Orange, which was infamously used by the 
United States military during the Vietnam 
War and has caused health problems and 
suffering for generations.” Jonathan brought 
a lawsuit against manufacturers on behalf 
of a class of Vietnamese civilians who were 
subjected to the chemical defoliant Dioxin 
[aka Agent Orange] which has permanently 
polluted vast areas of Vietnam. The trailer is 
available here: https://www.pbs.org/video/
people-vs-agent-orange-dcosav/

On June 16, Center for Constitutional 
Rights Executive Director Vince Warren, 
Legal Director Baher Azmy, former CCR 
Staff Attorney and Board Member Ellen 
Yaroshefsky, and Associate Director of Legal 
Training and Education Rachel Meeropol 
discussed Michael Ratner’s just-published 
autobiography Moving the Bar and reflected 
on his inspirational and indispensable lessons 
for the next generation of movement lawyers 
and activists. “Michael devoted four decades 
of his life at the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, as a staff attorney, legal director, and 
board president, until his untimely death in 
2016. We miss him every day, but he left a 
powerful legacy. Not only did he manage some 
of the most significant human rights cases of 
his time, but he also lived and breathed the 
principles of radical lawyering.”

Jeanne Mirer, President of the 
International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers participated in a national partici-
patory webinar on April 23: Revolutionary 
Lawyering, Homeless Self-Organizing 
and Systemic Change: What COVID-19 
has taught us and where do we go from 
here presented by the National Union of 
the Homeless and the NLG Committee on 
Housing and Homelessness. The online 
seminar brought together frontline home-

continued on next page

www.nlgnyc.org
https://www.wnyc.org/story/nuclear-family-ry-russo-young
https://www.wnyc.org/story/nuclear-family-ry-russo-young
https://www.hbo.com/nuclear-family
https://www.hbo.com/nuclear-family
https://theintercept.com/2021/10/15/nypd-legal-observer-arrests-bronx-protests/
https://theintercept.com/2021/10/15/nypd-legal-observer-arrests-bronx-protests/
https://theintercept.com/2021/10/15/nypd-legal-observer-arrests-bronx-protests/
https://www.pbs.org/video/people-vs-agent-orange-dcosav/
https://www.pbs.org/video/people-vs-agent-orange-dcosav/


WINTER 2021 NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD-NYC NEWS • WWW.NLGNYC.ORG • 19

M E M B E R  N E W S

less leaders, lawyers, and law students to 
sum up their experience in the pandemic 
and discuss linking the day-to-day struggle 
for survival with the fight for housing as a 
human right.

Jeff Senter on April 29: “We are happy to 
announce Lillian Kathryn Senter, 6 pounds 
15 ounces, born earlier today. She is quite 
strong and likes to squirm. Mom Latoya 
McEachnie is doing well too. “

On April 19, the City of New York 
announced that it will ban the use of “deter-
rent” tone on NYPD Long Range Acoustic 
Devices [LRAD] sound cannons, pay out 
$748,000 in damages and legal fees, and cre-
ate new LRAD-related policies and training 
to settle the landmark civil rights lawsuit 
Edrei, et al. v. City of New York. The law-
suit was brought in 2016 by protesters and 
journalists who were injured when NYPD 
members fired the LRAD’s deterrent tone 
at a December 2014 Black Lives Matter 
protest seeking justice for Eric Garner, 
who was killed by the NYPD who used a 
chokehold while arresting him for selling 
loose cigarettes on Staten Island. In May of 
2017, US District Judge Robert W. Sweet 
denied the defendants’ motion to dismiss 
the case in the first written decision in the 
United States to recognize LRAD as a use of 
force that could be excessive and violate the 
Fourteenth Amendment. Michael Decker, 
Moira Meltzer-Cohen, Jessica Massimi, 

legal workers Micah Prussack and Abigail 
Robinson, and past NYC Chapter presidents 
Elena Cohen and Gideon Oliver repre-
sented the plaintiffs. https://gothamist.com/
news/city-settles-lawsuit-protesters-who-
accused-nypd-firing-sound-cannon-them

Albany Law School Professor Ray Brescia 
and Hofstra Law School Professor Ellen 
Yaroshefsky presented a Zoom Webinar 
on March 16: Ethical Issues in Crisis 
Lawyering: Representation and Advocacy 
Challenges, which included the ethics and 
law professors and “first responder” law-
yers who contributed chapters to the book, 
Crisis Lawyering: Effective Legal Advocacy 
in Emergency Situations (NYU Press 2021). 
Albany Law School and the Monroe H. 
Freedman Institute for the Study of Legal 
Ethics at Hofstra Law School were co-spon-
sors of the event.

Labor attorney Dean Hubbard has been 
named new Executive Director of CUNY’S 
Professional Staff Congress (PSC) after a 
lengthy nationwide search. The union rep-
resents 30,000 CUNY faculty (full-time and 
adjuncts), staff, paid graduate student assis-
tants, and staff of CUNY research institutes. 
Dean was founding partner of the worker’s 
rights law firm Eisner & Hubbard, and he 
has worked at several labor law firms and 
unions including the Transport Workers 
Union (TWU) and the Amalgamated Transit 
Union. He joined the labor movement in 
1983 when he was fired from a SoHo restau-
rant job after he tried to form a union. 

A class action, Sow, et al. v. City of New 
York, et al., was filed in the Southern District 
of New York, January 21 seeking dam-

ages and declaratory and injunctive relief 
on behalf of people arrested at the George 
Floyd protests during the summer of 2020, 
as well as all people who have been or will 
be subjected to the NYPD’s practices of vio-
lently disrupting protests. 

The lawsuit seeks to end ongoing, vio-
lent policing tactics deployed by the NYPD 
against Black Lives Matter and other activ-
ists in New York City, and challenges the 
NYPD’s practices of: (1) violently disrupt-
ing protests in violation of protesters’ First 
Amendment rights; (2) arresting and/or using 
force on protesters without first giving con-
stitutionally-required fair warning; (3) using 
unreasonable force against protesters, includ-
ing by subjecting them to tight flex-cuffing 
and failing to loosen or remove flex-cuffs 
that injure protesters; and (4) subjecting pro-
testers to unnecessary centralized custodial 
arrest processing, thereby exposing them 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Elena Cohen, 
Jonathan C. Moore, Gideon O. Oliver, and 
Dave Rankin represent the plaintiffs.

 
On January 4 Michael Steven Smith 

and Heidi Boghosian’s Law and Disorder 
radio program on WBAI presented a spe-
cial 2-hour show on Michael Ratner to 
mark the publication of his memoir Moving 
the Bar: My Life as a Radical Lawyer. 
Michael (1943-2016) was a former national 
NLG president, President of the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, and one of the 
outstanding human rights lawyers of his 
generation. Nearly twenty people who knew 
and worked with Michael spoke about his 
legal battles from the Attica prison uprising 
to his representation of Julian Assange, his 
last client. 

continued from previous page 
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