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BY ELLEN DAVIDSON AND
MARTIN STOLAR
On July 8, seven attorneys with the Mass
Defense Committee – Diane Brody, Ellery
Ireland, Martin Leahy, Vikrant Pawar, Martin
Stolar, Jonathan Wallace, and Patricia Wright,
with the participation of Ben Meyers – began
a week-long trial that functioned, in the best
tradition of a political trial, to allow the 14
defendants to continue their political protest inside the courtroom. The defendants
used the case to challenge the New York
Police Department’s increasing restrictions
on constitutional and international freedoms
of speech and assembly. The trial hinged on
whether these rights may be superseded by
municipal park regulations.
The arrest of 25 protesters, most
of whom were members of Veterans for
Peace, took place at a rally at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Plaza on Water Street in
Manhattan, on the 11th anniversary of the
U.S. invasion of Afghanistan. The anti-war
rally featured a formal program of speakers,
poets, and music for which a park permit
and sound permit had been obtained. As participants were laying flowers at the memorial
and reading the names of those killed in the
U.S. occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq, as
well as those U.S. soldiers killed in Vietnam
who are commemorated at the memorial, the
police moved in after 10 pm, the official closing time of the memorial, and began arresting
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Vets for Peace and Mass Defense Attorneys Challenge
Growing Restrictions on Freedom of Speech and Assembly

Front row: Jules Orkin, Robert Perry, Sam Adams, Alice Sutter, attorney Diane Brody, Jay Wenk; Back row:
Attorney Jonathan Wallace, Ben Meyers, Tarak Kauff, Ellen Barfield, attorney Martin Stolar, Joel Kovel, Ken
Mayers, Beverly Rice, Felton Davis, Margaret Flowers, attorney Patricia Wright, attorney Martin Leahy, Ellen
Davidson, Matthew Hopard.

the protesters, who continued reading names
until they were all in custody.
“This is a group of people who forced
a confrontation with the police and forced
the police to arrest them,” said Assistant
District Attorney Lee Langston in his opening statement. Martin Stolar, on the other
hand, characterized the police behavior
as “morally outrageous.” He continued,
“Legally, we believe [the defendants’ actions]
will be protected by the First Amendment.”
Jonathan Wallace called the event at the veterans memorial “the core of what the First
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Amendment was designed to protect.”
The prosecution’s case featured contradictory descriptions from police witnesses about
the exact boundaries of the park, with Captain
Papamichael from the First Precinct saying
that the city park consisted of only the small
central area of the memorial, and Lieutenant
Zielinski from the Manhattan South Task
Force saying that most of the surrounding
plaza was included in the park property.
Prosecution witnesses were also in disagreement about the location and content of posted
signs regarding the opening and closing times,
and the regulations governing the section of
the plaza that is not park property.
At the conclusion of the prosecution’s
case, the defense argued for a trial order of
dismissal, saying the prosecution had failed
to articulate a significant government interest
in closing the park that would supersede the
First Amendment rights of those assembled.
Citing, among others, a case in which Occupy
protesters arrested in Chicago’s Grant Park
after closing were found not guilty of violating
park regulations, Wallace asserted that as soon
as the question of protected First Amendment
activity comes into play, the government is
required to meet a more rigorous standard in
continued on page 3
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EC NLG-NYC Anti-Oppression Training
On May 4, 2013, over 20 members of the Executive Committee
of the NLG-NYC Chapter
participated in a day-long AntiOppression training at the Great
Small Works Studio in DUMBO.
The training was facilitated by
Yasmeen Perez and Sonny Singh,
two incredibly skilled community
organizers and popular educators
with many of years of experience working within social justice
movements. The training is one
part of the EC’s ongoing commitment to analyze and take action
to undo oppression in all of its
many forms, both within the
NLG-NYC and society at large.
We began our day with a
discussion of key concepts of
oppression and privilege and an
overview of interlocking systems
of oppression, including racism,
sexism, heterosexism, classism
& capitalism, ableism, ageism, xenophobia, and religious

oppression. We then looked
at how these systems operate
on multiple levels, including
interpersonally, institutionally,
and culturally. Our facilitators stressed the importance of
grounding our work to resist
oppression in our own personal
experiences and of acknowledging how many of us are both
the targets and (often unknowing) agents of different forms of
oppression, due to our multiple
and intersecting identities.
One of the final portions of
the training focused on how
racism affects the NLG-NYC
internally and led to important
discussions about the need to
both continue the development
of antiracist practices within
the chapter and to increase our
outreach and collaboration with
legal and activist organizations
of color. We also discussed ideas
about ways to address problems

of interpersonal oppression when
they arise within our organization. At the end of the training,
we reviewed the commitments we
were going to make to continue
this work over the coming year.
The training was an important opportunity for EC members
to engage each other in difficult
conversations that are critical for
advancing our core Guild values
of collective liberation and social
justice. I believe it strengthened
our commitment to each other as
comrades and reinvigorated our
desire to serve the chapter in a
spirit of openness and humility. I
also hope that we can better engage
all of our membership in discussions of these crucial issues, as they
impact so much of our work as
members of the legal community
and as passionate advocates of revolutionary change.
— GARRETT WRIGHT
President, NLG-NYC

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
2013 LAW GRADUATES!
Brooklyn Law
Yekaterina Blinova
Rita Cant
Steven Hasty
Kathryn Hensley
Gary Kofman
Chloe Liederman
James McCormick
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Charles Stanley
Cardozo Law
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Daniel Levey
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Marie Winfield
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Mass Defense Trial
continued from page 1

showing why it is necessary to close the park
and restrict people’s right to assemble and
speak, and that vague speculations by Captain
Papamichael that post-10 pm parkgoers could
become crime victims did not pass this test.
The judge denied the motion for dismissal,
although he did dismiss charges against two of
the defendants based on the failure of police
witnesses to identify the arrestees, reducing
the number of defendants to 12.
The first witness for the defense was Tarak
Kauff of Veterans For Peace. He laid out
the reasons for the event: “First, we were
there to mark 11 years of horrendous war
in Afghanistan and we were calling for an
end to that war. Two, we were calling for an
end to all U.S. wars for empire, including
Afghanistan and Iraq, and any other wars
the U.S. might be involved in. Three, we
were there to honor, remember, and lament
the fallen and the wounded from Vietnam,
Iraq, and Afghanistan, and we were there to
read the names of those fallen. Fourth, and
certainly not least important, based on previous experience, we realized that the only time
that that 10 o’clock law was actually enforced
was when people were gathering there to
assemble, so we were there to affirm our
right to assemble in a public space and speak
the truth. And we feel that’s very important
especially with all the wars that are going on.
If we don’t have places to assemble and speak
the truth, then we have nothing.” When asked
whether he had permission to remain in the
park after closing, Kauff said, “I did have
explicit permission. I had permission from
the Constitution of this country.”
Other defendants testified as to why they
were present in the park that night. VFP member U.S. Marine Corps Major Ken Mayers
explained that “ it is absolutely essential that
we abolish war as an instrument of national
policy if we are to survive as a species.” He
also noted that “unless we exercise [our right
of assembly and free speech] it will atrophy
and die.” He said he did not leave the park
when ordered by police to do so “because I
felt I had a constitutional right to be there
and I felt conscience-bound to exercise that
constitutional right.”
Granny Peace Brigade member Alice
Sutter spoke of the significance of the Oct. 7
date for her. She felt a need to counteract the
despair she felt because “we tried so hard to
prevent” the invasion that began on that date.
She described the “very moving testimony”
of those involved personally in war, and
talked about how as the names were read, she
thought of each individual human being and
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how they must have had loved ones who still
grieve their loss.
Bill Perry, a corporal in the army who
participated in the Tet offensive during the
Vietnam War, described how he frequently
visited the memorial after hours on other
occasions, especially with other soldiers. He
works with veterans who suffer from posttraumatic stress disorder and other wounds
of war, and said that it was therapeutic for
his clients to visit the memorial to begin their
healing process. He said the veterans were
there Oct. 7 “to commemorate the dead,

“If we don’t have places to
assemble and speak the truth,
then we have nothing.”
—Tarak Kauff
honor the dead, and enlighten each other
about ways to tone down our headlong rush
to create more dead.”
The final day of the trial started with
a lengthy closing statement by Stolar.
“Something smells bad in this case,” he began,
noting the incongruity of arresting veterans in
the process of honoring their fallen brethren
at a memorial for those same dead soldiers.
Citing the words on the glass wall that constitutes the centerpiece of the memorial— “And
in that time when men decide and feel safe
to call the war insane, take one moment to
embrace those gentle heroes you left behind”—
Stolar pointed out that the park was intended

for exactly the kind of remembrance that the
veterans and their allies were conducting on
Oct. 7, and that there was no rational connection between closing the park and achieving
the vague purposes for the closure expressed
by the prosecution.
Stolar also re-offered a previous motion
for dismissal in the interests of justice that had
been rejected by a different judge while the
case was still pending trial, noting that Judge
Mandelbaum could reconsider the motion in
light of the full factual record brought out in
the trial, and could grant it at any time.
Judge Mandelbaum accepted the prosecution’s argument, that the enforcement
of the curfew only in two instances could
not be considered selectively aimed at
First Amendment-protected conduct, and
found the defendants guilty of violating the
park rules. But faced with the dilemma of
possibly having to sentence veterans for a ceremony honoring their fallen comrades, Judge
Mandelbaum followed his guilty verdict by
granting Stolar’s motion for dismissal in the
interests of justice.
Said World War II veteran Jay Wenk, “I’m
disappointed. The judge made a decision
that protected himself. He came to a verdict
that would please the prosecution enough
so that they’re not going to try to overturn
his decision. He would not consider the First
Amendment at all. Marty Stolar made such a
spellbinding and riveting and detailed summary of the case, what we were doing and
why, and why the court should acquit on a
very narrow basis, but the judge was protecting his ass.”

It is my distinct privilege and pleasure to have been one of the lawyers for all of those
arrested. As a criminal defense lawyer, this is what I do but I rarely get the opportunity to
stand with and represent such an outstanding group of individuals as I have in this case.
Over the course of time, I learned that each person has led a varied, productive, fascinating and meaningful life. The individual histories lend themselves to full biography, but
collectively they all found a way to get together in common purpose on October 7, 2012
— a purpose I personally share, so what better use could I make of my time than signing
on to this remarkable group.
The pleasure comes from being able to use my legal skills to carry out the political
purposes my clients stood up for in the first place. To somehow continue carrying the
message into the courtroom and to put it into the appropriate legal framework is the
challenge for a political lawyer. I had fun working hard to make this happen, and that it
succeeded gives me even more pleasure. The gathering was to commemorate the war in
Afghanistan, to stand in solidarity with those killed in unjust wars, and to stand up to the
artificial curfew imposed on a War Memorial. Each of these issues was addressed in the
week-long trial with no one backing down from the correctness of the stand!
This was a nice political/criminal trial in the best sense of the concept, and a great crew
of veterans and supporters to work with.
—Marty Stolar
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ACTION ALERT:

Lynne Stewart Denied Compassionate Release
BY ROBERT BOYLE
Activist, attorney and long time NLGNYC member Lynne Stewart has been denied
compassionate release by the federal Bureau
of Prisons (BOP). In 2012, it was discovered that Lynne’s breast cancer had returned
and had spread to her lungs, lymph nodes
and shoulder. Currently incarcerated at the
Federal Medical Center in Carswell Texas,
Lynne has undergone one wave of debilitating chemotherapy. Her initial application
for compassionate release was submitted, as
procedures dictate, to the officials at Carswell.
After reviewing her medical situation, the
committee at Carswell, including the facility’s
warden, recommended in May 2013 that the
application be granted, that her 120-month
sentence be reduced to time-served and that
she be permitted to come home. The next

step, usually a formality, is approval by Charles
Samuels, Director of the BOP followed by an
application to the sentencing court for that
reduction in sentence. There was no word for
nearly four weeks. Then, on June 24, 2013 in a
terse two paragraph memorandum, Director
Samuels denied the application. He did so
on the alleged ground that with continued
treatment Lynne, while suffering from a terminal illness, may live longer than 18 months.
This is an arbitrary time frame that seems to
have been created for this case. In a shocking
aside, Samuels stated that Lynne could always
re-apply if her health deteriorates and her
prognosis worsens.
Legal and political efforts to overturn this
cruel decision are on-going. Please go to
Lynne’s website, lynnestewart.org, for up-tothe-minute updates on Lynne’s condition and
how you can help bring her home.

“Let Them Out” – NLG-NYC Members and Allies
Work to End Solitary Confinement in NYS
BY NORA CARROLL
For most people, the idea of spending 23
hours a day alone in a tiny room is foreign
to the point of incomprehensible. But not
for Five Mualimm-ak, who spent tens of
thousands of hours in isolated confinement
in New York prior to becoming an organizer
with Campaign to End the New Jim Crow.
“[Solitary confinement] has been proven
to cause irreparable damage to a human,” he
says, “I for one will never be the same.”
Now, a rising chorus from the religious,
human rights, and legal communities is calling on New York State’s elected officials to
end the extreme overuse of solitary confinement in “correctional” facilities.
The Campaign for Alternatives to Isolated
Confinement in New York’s Prisons and
Jails (“CAIC”) is a state-wide association
of organizations and concerned individuals,
including formerly incarcerated persons and
their family members.
In New York City, the Jails Action Coalition
(“JAC”) has been ramping up pressure on
local authorities to overhaul solitary confinement in city jails. City Council Member
Dromm has proposed a bill to increase data
collection around who is placed in solitary
confinement, and JAC regularly holds rowdy
demonstrations outside Board of Correction
meetings.
With an approach combining legislative

advocacy and grassroots organizing, CAIC
and JAC are steadily and inexorably increasing the pressure on lawmakers to act. With
high-profile attention to solitary confinement
– including from Dr. Atul Gawande in his
terrifying New Yorker piece, “Hellhole,” and
from U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture
Juan Mendez – this issue is becoming a
human rights cause célèbre.
As usual, NYC-NLG members are on the
front lines of this fight, including members
of the Mass Incarceration Committee. As
CAIC spokesperson and Mass Incarceration
Committee member Scott Paltrowitz says,
“Solitary confinement is torture and we must
stop it from happening to our sisters and
brothers, our children and parents, our community members, our friends … anyone.”
Every Friday CAIC members led by Five
Mualimm-ak go to the bus station where
buses depart for upstate prisons to spread
the word about the work of the Campaign to
family members of incarcerated persons as
well as people who are inside.
CAIC seeks to place people directly
impacted by solitary confinement at the forefront of the campaign.
“The people who know first-hand the
devastating impacts of solitary and will be
most affected by reform should have the most
influence on that reform,” said Paltrowitz.
For Mualimm-ak, fighting mass incar-
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ceration begins with the fight against solitary.
When asked about CAIC’s vision for the
future he states, “our long term vision is to
fundamentally change the way we react to a
person who is displaying problematic behavior,” noting that New York could become a
model in this regard. But at base, “it’s about
mass incarceration.”
Paltowitz echoed that vision: “I believe
that solitary is a manifestation of, and a window into, our racist, classist, and increasingly
punitive and oppressive system of mass incarceration. Our movement to bring alternatives
to isolated confinement can help us also build
support towards imagining a world where we
put people before prisons.”
Perhaps the paradigm offered by critics of solitary confinement provides hope
not only for inmates accused of disciplinary
infractions, but for any person found guilty
of crimes. After all, if problematic behavior
should be treated rather than punished, what
should prisons look like?
These exciting campaigns are always
seeking additional support, person power,
and legal expertise. Members who want
to get involved with the NYC-NLG Mass
Incarceration Committee should email carroll.nora@gmail.com. Members who want to
get involved with CAIC or JAC should consult
their websites: http://nycaic.org and http://
www.nycjac.org.
SUMMER 2013

Membership Meeting Reportback
BY ANN SCHNEIDER
On February 27 at the Judson Memorial Church, 75 people representing a truly diverse cross-section of the NLG-NYC attended
one of the most successful Annual Membership Meetings in recent
memory. Most important of the successes was our approval of a
compendium of changes to the 1980s-era bylaws, thus bringing
the Chapter into compliance with NYS Not-for-Profit law. The
changes conform with those of the National NLG, and incorporate
best practices used by other non–profits.
Because of excellent engagement with our local chapter, attendance was sufficient to guarantee that the vote carried. Special
thanks to bylaws committee members Bina Ahmad, Julia Cohen,
Aaron Frishberg, Susan Howard, Heidi Siegfried, Eileen Weitzman
and Garrett Wright for all their work.
Providing entertainment and edification was our guest panel
consisting of recently-retired Judge Emily Jane Goodman, recent
CUNY Law graduate Moira Meltzer-Cohen, and legal worker
Camille Lampel. Moira (Mo) and Camille met providing legal
support for Occupy Wall Street. In the course of their work as
non-lawyers, they, along with criminal defense attorneys, began to
discuss novel ways to practice community based legal organizing
and the law. They have been working along with criminal defense

attorneys over the last months, experimenting with this vision of
legal organizing. Both shared with the chapter their experiences
working with dissident defendants in and around Manhattan, and
the ways in which gender informed (or was absent from) their
career considerations. Their experiences contrasted sharply with
the experiences of Emily Jane Goodman, who related to the audience stories highlighting the central role perceptions of gender
played in her practice. These stories ranged from her character and
fitness interview (conducted by counsel for a Catholic bishop),
which began and ended with an indictment of her marital status,
to the cases and clients she took (for example, a Constitutional case
about the right of women to go out unaccompanied in public),
to the diminution of discretion accorded judges as the profession
diversified. The contrast between the experiences of Ms. Goodman
in the late 1960s, those of Mo in the ‘90s and ‘00s, and Camille’s
experiences as a young female-bodied adult in the 2010s illuminate the distance we have traveled in addressing the oppression of
women, and the lengths we have yet to go.
As always, it was illuminating and uplifting to gather with the
likeminded, to take comfort in our shared visions and triumphs, and
to gather strength and fortitude for the coming struggles. We are
excited for our next meeting, which promises to be just as engaging.

How did a nice girl from Wisconsin become a radical New York Lawyer?
BY MARTHA BALLOU
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin is not a place
of dreams. It’s a place of normal, safe and
happy. A place for families, and churches and
schools. A good place to run a business, have
a job, raise a family. A place to make sure that
your children turned out well.
Ann Schneider’s parents’ mistake was living in a town that was too close to Madison,
home of the University of Wisconsin. Home
of the largest antiwar movement in the
Midwest. Home of ideas, and demonstrations, and free thinkers, and people who took
action on behalf of their beliefs, where all the
heat waved, and dreams were broadcast and
built and from where girls in beds in small
towns in Wisconsin heard a faint siren call.
Ann Schneider was one of those girls who
heard that siren call and responded.
Ann’s parents knew something was up,
when at age 16 on a family trip to a San
Onofre nuclear plant in California, Ann
pushed the nuclear power materials off the
display table. The officials threatened to call
her parents. (“Your parents must be very disappointed in you.”)
Things got worse from there.
Off to Madison in 1977 for five years. Her
undergraduate degree was really in how to be
a revolutionary. Technically her BA was in
History, Women’s Studies and Black Studies.
What ignited her was the injustice
around her.
SUMMER 2013

Ann Schneider

Saul Alinsky changed her life and she
understood that the underdogs had to organize and create action to get power and make
change.
On fire about women’s issues, Ann helped
found the March 28th Movement of independent feminist socialists (women and men),
who fought the patriarchy, sexism, and the
nuclear industry. Saul Alinsky changed her
life and she understood that the underdogs
had to organize and create action to get power
and make change.
I sat down with Ann Schneider at her
office in May:
Q: How was law school?

Ann: I loved it, especially studying with
Arthur Kinoy, the greatest Constitutional lawyer that ever lived. Law school was hard for me
to take at first; it seemed to just be a justification for the status quo and what I knew was
that oppression was real, and law had to be
used some way to change. I wish they had given
me Charles Beard’s Economic Interpretation of
the Constitution of the US. I would have had
an easier time accepting the precepts of legal
techniques rather than fighting my professors. I
would have seen the law through an economic
analysis rather that the property rights paradigm that I was being taught.
Q: Are you a supergenius lawyer?
Ann: I am licensed in New York and New
Jersey. After law school I wanted to do political asylum work. The 80’s was the decade of
US backed counter-insurgency in Central
America. I did pro bono work for asylum.
Q: What happened next?
Ann: I got a job at Teamsters Local 237
(New York City employees), a union-sponsored legal services plan. Matthew Cooper
(now the Honorable Matthew Cooper) hired
me and gave free reign to take on crusades
against predatory lending. Working for
Teamsters was working in a perfect legal laboratory. We tried all methods to bring justice to
the vulnerable members of Local 237.
Q: You finished with Local 237 in 1998.
Have you been on the lam since then?
Continued on page 12
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HONOREES’ REMARKS
Lamis Deek
I’m not going to talk about how embarrassing it is to be here, I am not going to do
that although it is difficult to be here. It is so
much easier to be in argument or an altercation with a prosecutor or police officer, this
also takes courage but we are trained for that,
the confrontation, we are not trained for this.
I recognize this takes another sort of courage
and so I thank those who had courage to give
me this award, not just on behalf of myself
but on behalf of the Arab and Palestinian
struggles for liberation and freedom.
Those movements and struggles, much
like my work and the work of other attorneys
here, does not exist only on the ground in
Palestine, in the Arab lands, North Africa and
so on, they are always brought home. We
know that because we are in the courtroom
fighting to protect people who have been
attacked or silenced or otherwise entrapped
for speaking about Palestine, rising up against
US-Israeli hegemony - and it is no secret to
any of us that foreign policy is always implemented at home. And so the struggle for
liberation from neocolonialism at home, i.e.
in Palestine, is a struggle that must also be
fought here.
Certainly, Palestine is an issue that requires
courage, and as the great Maya Angelou
said, ‘without courage you cannot practice
any other virtue consistently.’ Being here is
meaningful. I hadn’t thought about it much
initially, but this award means something certainly when I’m in the company of so many
extraordinary co-honorees and in a room that
could be one of the largest threats to increasingly repressive government. In this room
are thousands of years of peoples’ lawyering,
thousands of years spent working for liberation and equality, thousands of hours spent
‘using the master’s tools to dismantle the
master’s house,’ as Audrey Lorde put it best.
My greatest hope is that no matter the
internal tumult and issues we face, that we
are always guided by the question of how can
we best pool these great human resources
in a way that best serves the people and the
movements at the forefront of the struggle
against repressive policies and capitalist disenfranchisement here and against the war for
imperial expansion, the endless war abroad,
and that we do so consistently and principledly—with principled solidarity knowing
that we do not lead movements or communities, knowing that our skill, our value is in our

ability to protect the people who do represent
and are part of those movements and the
communities.
Before I joined the Palestinian movement
much of my focus was on the plight of the
mentally ill, the struggle for liberation and
reparations for the Black communities in the
U.S. My participation in the Palestinian struggle was an extension of the same principles
that led me to those movements. As the last
intifada in Palestine grew and the movement
for Palestinian liberation in the US expanded,
so did repression against Palestinian communities and their supporters, mirroring Israeli
policies and looking at the NYPD practices in
particular we see this is true in the most literal
sense because we now know that the secret
wholesale surveillance program of Muslim
communities was coordinated and based on
the Israeli mapping of Palestinians who live
under full military and settler occupation
in the west bank and that’s scary but this
should help us understand that it is not the
Palestinian identity itself that is criminalized or any other identity for that matter,
whether it’s the Black, Muslim, South Asian,
Latino or Palestinian identities, rather it is
the relationship between that identity and the
US-Corporate military industrial complex
and their mission to expand into the rest of
the world. It is the relationship between the
Palestinian identity and resistance to western
imperialism and hegemony in the region.
But this has been a tricky subject here, in
the NLG. Palestine has long been called the
litmus test of any true social justice movement’s credibility because if one can make
an exception for justice, if you can make an
exception to allow for the supremacy of one
people, of the Jewish people, at the expense
and suffering of another people then we are
hypocritical and dishonest at best or active
supporters of apartheid and ethnic cleansing
at worst.
We must also remember Palestine is not
as far as we may think whether it is in the
importation of the tools of Israeli occupation
into our police forces, or the coordination
between Israeli-Zionist forces in the U.S. and
prosecutorial offices in New York and across
the U.S., or the use of wars in Palestine and in
the region to sustain the same military corporations and hegemonic financial institutions
which exploit and divest the people and the
workers of this country, or the maintenance
of a Zionist regime committed to maintaining
the threat of war and expansion against the
Arab masses funded by our stolen tax dollars,

6 • NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD-NYC NEWS • WWW.NLGNYC.ORG

Palestine is as much your issue as it is mine.
The only question that remains is whether
one believes that Palestinians should have
less rights than Jewish settlers coming from
abroad or not, and that is a question that I
hope we can discuss honestly. There is no
shame in asking that question. My hope is
that you will answer that question honestly
and in a manner consistent with the rest of
your virtues, in a way that is courageous.
Again, I thank all of those who stood
with us for so long, choosing to support our
movements and choosing to be attacked just
as we were, and I hope that along the road
we see victory here in the U.S., on the streets
of Queens and Brooklyn and, inshallah, in
Palestine.

Jeanne Mirer
Good evening friends. In 1991 when I
went to South Africa I learned a good way to
celebrate our work and our friends. We say
VIVA or Long Live. Are you ready to VIVA
with me?
Start by thanking the New York City
Chapter of the NLG for honoring activists
for international human rights at this Spring
Fling. VIVA the spring fling committee,
VIVA. VIVA Susan Howard in the office as
well as Ben Meyers for making this spring
fling and the silent auction a success.
I also want to give special recognition
to my striking brothers and sisters in UAW
Local 2320 in Legal Services and hope that the
NLG in this City will give them full support.
The apparent intransigence of management in the Legal Services strike underscores
the importance of fighting for human rights
here and throughout the world. Workers
everywhere are facing threats and the way
the workers at LSSA are being treated is
emblematic of contempt the 1% has for workers throughout the world, especially workers
who are themselves impoverished or who are
working on behalf of those who are.
VIVA The Legal Services Workers, VIVA.
Our work on behalf of legal services lawyers is a fight which is connected to our fight
on behalf of the 50 Turkish lawyers who a few
days ago were arrested for handling cases of
those arrested in Taksim Square. They were
arrested and beaten along with the demonstrators who are protesting over the proposed
loss of Gezi Park as part of Turkey’s approach
to jailing lawyers who stand with clients who
Continued on page 7
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are Kurdish or supporting left causes. There
are about 40 lawyers who currently languish
in Turkish jails who we must fight for as well.
Just like our sister Lynne Stewart, who needs
to come home. VIVA lawyers and legal workers here and in Turkey, VIVA.
VIVA Lynne Stewart, VIVA
We are in one struggle, BUT we fight on
many fronts.
Let me mention the many fronts on which
we are fighting. When I say we, I am referring to the work at my law firm of Eisner
and Mirer, where I have been privileged
to work Gene Eisner and with new lawyers Ben Dictor and Maria Chickedanz, legal
worker Rose Regina Lawrence, and organizer
Virgilio Aran, and Mahoma Lopez among
others at the Laundry Workers Center to
support immigrant workers, like the Hot and
Crusty workers, to form their own unions and
oppose massive wage theft.
VIVA workers, their unions, and those
who fight for them, VIVA
I am referring to the work of NLG’s
International Committee of which I am a cochair with Natasha Ora Bannan and Suzanne
Adely, and our part time staff, Charlotte
Kates. We work together with a talented and
dedicated steering committee. I am also referring to the work we do in the International
Labor Justice working group which is a joint
committee of the International Committee
and the Labor and Employment Committee,
as well as in the International Association of
Democratic lawyers and the International
Commission for Labor Rights.
VIVA the International Committee, VIVA
IADL, VIVA ICLR, VIVA
Unfortunately, too many lawyers, even
progressive lawyers, do not know that the
UN Charter prohibits wars of aggression
and interference in the internal affairs of
other countries. Nor do they know that the
human rights instruments which build on
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
require countries to organize economies in
such a way as to meet the human needs and
rights of the people rather than require human
beings to meet the needs of a neo liberal
economy. We do not know about the ILO
conventions which protect labor rights against
which our labor laws fall very short. We have
not yet learned about concepts of jus cogens
or customary international law so we can use
these instruments in our domestic practice.
The National Lawyers’ Guild proclaims in
the preamble to the constitution that we hold
human rights as more sacred than property
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interests. We need to rededicate ourselves to
this goal. We need to know that international
law makes laws of aggression like Iraq and
Afghanistan illegal, and international humanitarian law which makes targeting civilians
illegal, makes targeted killing by drones illegal. This legal framework is being so ignored
and violated especially by big powers like
the United States, that it is not hyperbole to
say that international law including IHL and
human rights law is virtually on life support.
Only we as progressive lawyers can expose the
violations of law and work to breathe new life
into existing international law.
VIVA International Human Rights Law,
VIVA
Occupy Wall Street brought world-wide
attention to the massive inequalities that our
economies have promoted, and we know that
economic crises like that in 2008 helped the
1% to consolidate their power in Wall Street,
the Military Industrial Complex and the
Prison Industrial Complex and strengthened
their grip on Congress and often the courts
hampering efforts to secure peoples human
rights. Attacks on voting rights, affirmative
action, etc. are only part of this.
Remember the OWS movement did not
die out, it was heavily repressed, dispersed,
but the grievances of the people are still there.
In fact, OWS activists are currently involved
in organizing related to the rights of immigrant workers in cases we are working on. I
am sure no one in this room is surprised to
hear NSA’s PRISM program has been collecting information on us all. But despite the
National Security State we must fight back.
VIVA Fighting Back, VIVA
In the recent past the NLG International
Committee has sent delegations to Venezuela
for the elections and to Guatemala to monitor
the Rios Montt trial, organized delegations
to Tunisia and Egypt after their revolutions
to evaluate the role the US was playing in
the post Ben Ali and Mubarak periods, sent
delegations to El Salvador and Colombia,
and with the IADL/AAJ, sent a delegation
to Honduras. The IC works through many
subcommittees to accomplish its work for
Vietnamese victims of Agent Orange, the
rights of Palestinians, for victims of torture,
for Environmental Human Rights, for peace
in Korea, the rights of the Haitian people,
and against repression in the Philippines.
We are working for the Cuban 5, against the
listing of Assata Shakur on the terrorist list,
and for a human rights framework through
our work with the Bringing Human Rights
Home Lawyers Network. I am excited about
the work of our new Middle East North Africa

and Iran subcommittees.
This year’s Convention in Puerto Rico
is a direct result of the IC retreat we held in
San Juan in 2010 and the reactivation of the
PRSC of the IC and the work they have done
to ensure that we remember the need to end
the colonial relationship the US has over PR.
VIVA the Puerto Rico convention, VIVA
In ICLR we have recently worked on labor
rights issues in Mexico and India. We worked
with Local 100 of TWU and Dean Hubbard
to get a favorable ILO decision finding for
the rights of public employees to strike and
with the UE and the International Worker
Justice Campaign to get an ILO determination in support of North Carolina public
sector workers right to collective bargaining.
A delegation to investigate the attacks on
workers at the Maruti Suzuki Plant near Delhi
just returned and is about to issue its report.
In the last year I have had the opportunity
through IADL to visit many parts of the world,
including Gaza, Vietnam, Tunis, Tunisia for
the World Social Forum, and most recently
Paris where we held a conference opposing the current neoliberal economic order.
The conference was called Building a New
Democratic International Economic Order.
Please check out the papers associated with
the conference on www.iadllaw.org.
It has been an honor to work with friends
in the American Association of Jurists in
Central and Latin America, the Arab Lawyers
Union and the Palestinian Centre for Human
Rights in the Arab World, and the European
Association of Lawyers for Democracy and
World Human Rights as well as associations
in Asia and Africa and to work on Human
Rights issues with all of them. Through the
ILJWG, we have had ongoing ties with the
Canadian Association of Labor Lawyers and
the Association of Labor Lawyers of Latin
America and the Mexican Association of
Democratic Lawyers and work together on
issues of common concern in this hemisphere.
Many of us are working hard to bring many
progressive lawyers from throughout the
world together next year at the IADL congress
which will be held in Brussels, Belgium from
April 15 to 19, 2014, which is called Lawyering
for Peoples’ Rights. We hope to address all the
major issues facing our world including the
existential threat of climate change. I want to
see all of you at that Congress.
It will be a congress where we hope to
bring together a large number of lawyers, law
students, jurists and legal workers to promote
human rights over property interests as we do
in the NLG.
VIVA the IADL Congress, VIVA
Continued on page 10
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THANKS FOR MAKING THIS YEAR’S
SPRING FLING SUCCESSFUL AND INSPIRING
Photos by James Fishman/jamiefishmanphotography.com

Honoring International Human Rights Lawyers of the National Lawyers Guild-New York City Chapter
Lamis Deek • Lennox Hinds • Jeanne Mirer • Abdeen Jabara • Robert F. Van Lierop
Law Student Recognition Award: Jean Stevens

Jeanne Mirer

Lennox Hinds

Abdeen Jabara

Lamis Deek

Jean Stevens

NLG president Azadeh Shanshahani

Joan Max Reinmuth

Daniel Meyers and Herb Boyd

Margaret Ratner Kunstler

NLG student organizer Traci Yoder

Rick Best, Danny Alterman and Susan Taylor

Kafahni Nkrumah and Sheila Abdus-Salaam

Read the statements of honorees Lamis Deek, Jeanne Mirer, Abdeen Jabara, Robert F. Van Lierop and Jean Stevens
on pages 6, 7, 10, 11, and 12.
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Leslie Brody

Cecilia Cortez, Ann Schneider, Dawn Kelly, and
Rena Dawson

Jean Stevens family and friends

Michael Ratner and Daniel Gross
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Laura Friedman and Sheila Abdus-Salaam

Photos by James Fishman/jamiefishmanphotography.com

Ramsey Clark and friend

Richard Levy and Kristin Booth Glen

Lennox Hinds family and friends

Zachary Tully Chan and Eileen Kaufman

Danny Alterman, NLG-NYC President, Garrett
Wright, and Emily Jane Goodman.

Frank Handelman, Joan Madden, and Jim Reif

Jeanne Mirer family and friends

Emily Jane Goodman and Richard Tsai

David and Oliver Tully Chan
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This year is the 50th anniversary of the big
march on Washington in 1963 and Martin
Luther King’s I have a dream speech. I was
there. I was 16 (you can do the math). The
struggle continues, and all of you no matter
how old continue the struggle.
So thank you NLG for being there as an
organization through which we can fight back
against repression and push forward to promote human rights here and around the world.
VIVA NLG-NYC, VIVA, VIVA all of us,
VIVA

Abdeen Jabara
First of all, I thank the EC of the NYC
Chapter of the Guild for having selected me
as one of tonight’s honorees.
I thank the NYC Chapter generally for the
warm and generous reception I received by its
members when I moved to New York from
Michigan in 1994.
I refer to Lennox Hinds when he said that
this is the most important award that he had
received in all of his years of practice. I feel the
same. The reason for this is the history of the
Palestine issue within the Guild since I joined
as a law student in the 1960s.
The Guild understandably supported the
creation of Israel in 1948 and was on record
calling for the U.S. to allow shipment of arms
to the Haganah during the late pre-state period
and in the early years of Israel’s statehood.
When we fast-forward to the June 1967
war in which Israel occupied the remainder
of the Palestinian Mandate area and portions
of Syria and Egypt, much of the world began
to look upon Israel and its western patrons
– France, England, and the U.S. – in a more
informed light. For Palestinians, 1967 was a
second “nakba” (disaster), and by this time
almost all of the world had undergone decolonization with many independent states in the
world community.
In July 1967, the Detroit Chapter of the
newly revived Guild, which was emerging
from the depredations of the McCarthy
period, convened an emergency chapter meeting during a period when Detroit was burning
from a huge urban rebellion. The emergency
meeting was called to issue a denunciation of
the Soviet Union for arming the Arabs.
The Palestine issue did not present itself
in the Guild again until several of us in the
Detroit Chapter submitted a Resolution at the
1969 Guild Convention in DC. The Resolution
would have condemned Israel’s human rights
violations in the newly occupied territories. The
Resolution Committee Chair said it should wait

until an article about it could be published in
the Guild Practitioner. The article we submitted was held up while the editors sought the
submission of an article expressing an opposing
position, and finally it was published on its own
with a disclaimer by the then-Guild president.
It was in 1975 that the Guild resolved
to undertake a serious principled internal
study within its membership of the “historical / political / social issues” flowing from the
Palestinian / Israeli conflict. Of course, new to
the mix since 1967 was the emergence of an
armed Palestinian resistance – the PLO.
This led to a 1977 three-week study mission by the NLG to Lebanon, Jordan, Israel,
and the West Bank and Gaza. It returned
to the U.S. just as the Guild was holding its
Convention in Seattle, and it propounded two
separate resolutions – one on human rights
abuses and another on the political issues.
Great controversy ensued at that convention with efforts to prevent any resolution
that would be critical of Israel. The NYC
Chapter was the strongest source of opposition, although cooler heads in it prevailed and
Marty Popper from the NYC Chapter was
designated to negotiate with our delegation
on the language of the Resolutions.
Probably the most significant development, however, was the publication of the
ground-breaking 125-page report of the
Delegation. The information and analysis in
that report was to set the template for several
other Guild delegations and reports in years
that followed. This report was a tremendous
resource for the burgeoning New Left.
Since that time, it has been the changes
on the ground and the emergence of the
U.S. as the principal backer and guarantor
for Israel’s aggression and failure to make
amends with the Palestinian people under
international law norms that has occupied
the Guild debate and attention. Much of this
history can be found in Matt Ross’s write-up
in this Spring Fling Journal.
So why is this the most important award I
have received? It is because of the principled
way in which the Guild operated in coming
to a consensus on a thoughtful political and
legal stance on the Palestinian / Israel issue
that adhered to Guild values.
So I accept this award this evening in
my name, but also in the name of Professor
Richard Falk, a friend of the Guild, who
is Special Rapporteur with the UNHRC in
Geneva on the issue of Palestinian rights.
Professor Falk has come under an orchestrated, withering attack by American Zionist
groups calling for his ouster as Special
Rapporteur. This has led to remarks critical of
Falk by U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
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I have prepared a packet of information on
this issue and I am asking that each of you
write to the Secretary General and to the U.N.
High Commissioner on Human Rights Navi
Pillay denouncing these attacks, and supporting Richard Falk in his work.

Robert F. Van Lierop
I thank the Guild for honoring me,
along with others whose work I admire and
respect. To me, the honor is even greater for
the remarkable activist/lawyers I am being
honored with. Each has made significant contributions to the overall human condition. All
are members of the movement that the Guild
has played such a significant role in organizing, building, expanding, and defending.
Movements … social, political, labor,
environmental, and legal movements are
what bring progress! Movements usually
bring people together for common good.
Occasionally, however, they can bring some
together for evil purposes, which is why we
must continually build and nurture movements that will counter the evil purposes of
the few movements that from time to time
spring into existence for nefarious purposes.
Those who would fictionalize history are
of different minds about movements. Thus,
in the film “Lincoln” the name of Frederick
Douglass was never even whispered in the
telling of the story. In the film “42” the mass
movement, and the economic imperative
that compelled Branch Rickey and others to
finally accept African Americans into what
was called Major League Baseball were both
ignored, as was the subsequent demise of
the Negro Leagues, which was usually the
outcome when America integrated. We paid
a higher price and sacrificed more than those
who had segregated.
Today in certain quarters in America we
hear a great deal about deficits and the desirability of cutting deficits. I happen to agree.
Deficits have gotten out of control in this
country, and will affect the future well-being
of our country, but not the deficits that those
who often use the word are referring to. We
have far more serious deficits. There is an
education deficit in the United States! There
is an equality deficit! There is a justice deficit!
There is a humanity deficit! Those are the
deficits that matter more than any other.
Movements are just as important today
as they were yesterday. From the Middle
East to South East Asia to Central Asia, from
Africa (North, South, East, and West) to the
Caribbean to the urban areas of North America,
Continued on page 11
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and Europe, to South and Central America,
and from Occupy Wall Street to Taksim Square
in Istanbul, movements of people… men,
women, and even children continue to organize, to agitate, and to demand social justice,
equality, dignity, and environmental justice.
This evening I ask us to join in saluting
the innocent victims of recent massacres all
over our troubled globe. Whether those massacres be carried out by uniformed armed
forces, by militias, by deranged individuals,
or by those who profess to massacre in the
name of a higher being, no matter the name
that being is known by, or the region of the
world the massacres are carried out in, by
commercial predators who exploit the working poor, compelling them to toil under
unsafe conditions in unsafe places, or by the
callous indifference and inaction of those
who claim to lead us, but do nothing about
inter-communal conflict, ethnic strife, and
genocide, or about the growing pattern of
extreme weather events that are the product
of human induced climate change.
Let us also salute two human rights lawyers murdered this April in a suicide attack
on the court complex in Mogadishu, Somalia.
Mohamed Mohamud Afrah, the head of the
Somali Lawyers Association and Abdikarh
Hassa Gorod, who had won the release of a
Somali journalist who had been imprisoned
for interviewing a rape victim, stood with us
in the defense of human rights, and gave their
lives in that cause.
Friends, comrades, brothers and sisters, I
am honored and deeply touched to receive
this award tonight. The National Lawyers
Guild is usually in the vanguard of the struggle for justice and equality here in America
and throughout the world.
Here in the United States, when people
of color and women were denied their rightful places in other professional associations
and enterprises, the doors of the Guild were
always wide open and welcoming. When
lynch mobs, bombers, assassins and other
domestic terrorists ran rampant in parts of
this country, often while supposedly serving
in law “enforcement,” or as “elected” officials,
the Guild stood in the way of the expansion
of their reign of terror and ultimately helped
bring it to an end. When African American
citizens were openly denied the right to
vote, the right to educate our children, and
the right to live in peace, as assured by
the Constitution of the United States, the
Guild stood shoulder to shoulder with the
NAACP, the Congress of Racial Equality, the
SCLC, SNCC, the Deacons for Self-Defense,
the Black Panther Party, the Young Lords,
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AIM, the League of Revolutionary Workers,
DRUM, the ECLC, the CCR, various trade
unions, and civic organizations, and so many
others in upholding the Constitution, by
manning the barricades, and fighting for
justice, equality and peace here at home, and
in Vietnam, Southern Africa, East Timor,
Palestine, Cuba, Nicaragua, Haiti… and the
list goes on and on and on!
Now it is time for us, all of us, to stand
with the Guild and in one loud clear voice to
say “Thank you!”
One of the most wonderful things about
life is the many people we know, and are
influenced by, in the course of our respective
journeys through life. With your permission I
would like to take a moment to acknowledge
lawyers and judges I have been privileged
to know, interact with, work with, and be
mentored, influenced and inspired by. In no
particular order, I share with you the names
of those legal warriors who have influenced
my own modest career and helped bring me
here tonight.
Their names, and their works, make a
far better statement than I ever could of the
values I hold dear.
I start with: Haywood Burns; I continue
with; Dan Meyers, Jonathan Lubell, David
Lubell, Sam Neuberger, C.B. King, Mary
Kaufman, Ralph Shapiro, Charles McKinney,
Bill Schaap, Louis Steele, Richard Bellman,
Robert L. Carter, Leo Branton, Jr., Howard
Moore, Charles Ogletree, Derrick Bell, Ernest
Goodman, Bill Goodman, Abdeen Jabara,
Ken Cockrel, Dave Rudovsky, Michael
Kaufman, Mary Ruth Lowe, Norman
Dorsen, Robert McKay, Graham Hughes,
John Feerick, Arthur Kinoy, Bill Kunstler,
Leonard Boudin, Victor Rabinowitz, Fidel
Castro, Bill Standard, Charles Garry, Barbara
Morris, Joan Franklin, Lou Myers, Isabel
Gates Webster, Michael Steven Smith,
Michael Ratner, Robert Boyle, Bill Crain,
Alan G. Schwartz, Raymond Finch, Godfrey
Murrain, Norm Chachkin, David Bogen,
Conrad Harper, Gabrielle Kirk MacDonald,
Fritz Alexander, Emily Jane Goodman, Kris
Booth Glen, Bruce Wright, Bill Booth, Gus
Reichbach, Neal Gantcher, Helen Freedman,
Sheila Abdus-Salaam, Bill Mogulescu, Peter
Weiss, Nelson Mandela, Johnnie Cochran,
Brick Bailey, Helen Bailey, Tom Ashley, Fred
Samuels, Rakiya Omaar – (Somaliland),
Maryam Uwais – (Nigeria).
And last, but far, far, very far from the least
–Flo Kennedy, and so many others, I simply
do not have time to name tonight, but whose
courage, words and deeds remain with us.
Thank You!

Jean Stevens
Hello everyone out there tonight, and
thank you all so much for coming and supporting the NLG. It is such a tremendous
honor to receive this award alongside these
other incredible attorneys. Thank you to the
selection committee for this, and to those who
nominated me. I could not have possibly done
any of the work to merit this award without so
many who have inspired and encouraged me.
This award, in my eyes, reflects you and our
community.
I came to law school not out of a life-long
dream, but only after colliding head-first into
a concrete wall of realization that my life as an
activist and journalist wasn’t really cutting it.
It felt abstract and self-serving. I wondered,
what, with my skills, could I offer to best assist
those in struggle? To really get in there? To
be most efficient? Any of y’all who know me
know I love efficiency. So what made the most
sense? Oh, of course, what else? The law!
Fast-forward, I’m in Flushing, Queens, in
a white-walled classroom, with these massive
books all around me, my computer, a student
next to me shopping for shoes online. This is
it! I thought. The tools of justice! Then, about
an hour later: the tools of justice?
Like many of my peers, I felt disenchanted
with legal pedagogy, the rigid structures and
shortcomings of the law. But I couldn’t articulate my frustration and dismay until, one
Saturday afternoon in October of my first
year, at the annual DisOrientation conference
at NYU, Susan Tipograph took the mic at a
panel on surviving law school.
Tip explained that legal education has
remained unchanged since the mid-19th
century. We’re talking pre-Civil War. Legal
education is based on competition, alienation,
indoctrination, memorization, and fear. Yes, I
thought, yes, yes, yes! It made sense. She said
much more about the structures in place to
maintain certain power in the profession, and
our role as future radical attorneys. Dan Gross
of Brandworkers then spoke, and said he
spent more time reading news online during
class his 1L year than he did at any point of his
life. It’s the work that matters, he said. It’s our
getting out there and doing the work. And we
could do it now as students.
I was amazingly disoriented. I grabbed all
the basic NLG informational materials available
at the conference (thanks for those, Susan!). On
the subway ride home, I ignored the massive
Con Law book I’d lugged along to read before
this radical transformation, and instead flipped
through that info book, mesmerized. What
Continued on page 12

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD-NYC NEWS • WWW.NLGNYC.ORG

• 11

Update on the NLG-NYC
Mass Incarceration
Committee
The criminal injustice system has been much-remarked on of late,
from Ken and Sarah Burns’ documentary “The Central Park Five,”
to the Floyd trial on the NYPD’s stop and frisk practices, to ongoing
protests of police murders (Ramarley Graham, Shantel Davis, Kimani
Gray, and others). But what happens to the survivors of discriminatory policing? They are locked up far, far away from New York City,
and frequently endure extended periods of solitary confinement. The
Mass Incarceration Committee of the NLG-NYC wants to make sure
that prisoners are not forgotten by the legal community nor by the
public at large.
The MIC’s inaugural event in New York City was the long-awaited
screening of “Broken on All Sides,” the documentary about the
criminal injustice system made by Philadelphia-based NLG member
Matthew Pillischer. The screening at Riverside Church on March 9
was attended by around 200 people, and there was a distinguished
panel that followed the screening. One of the Central Park Five, Yusef
Salaam, was a surprise special guest. Thanks to all who turned out and
helped make this event a success!
The MIC has continued to meet regularly and is in the preliminary
stages of a project to provide parole assistance to New York state inmates.
This project kicked off with a training featuring presentations by Kathy
Boudin and Claudia Trupp of the Center for Appellate Litigation. The
project will start small, with a single yet-to-be identified individual. The
MIC hopes this project will be a way to bring more members of the legal
community into working for prisoners rights, as well as a starting point
for more public forms of advocacy. For more information or to be added
to the listserv of the Mass Incarceration Committee, contact Nora Carroll
at carroll.nora@gmail.com.

Nice Girl

continued from page 5

Ann: I spent a decade working as the head of the Legal Services
department of a mid-sized union labor law firm. They had contracts
with daycare workers and laborers. I represented daycare workers in
family and housing court. The great part of doing this work is that you
do justice and you have lifelong friends who at one time were clients.
Their victories and losses were the ones that meant the most to me. My
best success for one of the construction workers was finding a path to
be able to cram down a 15% adjustable mortgage so he paid only what
the house was then worth.
In 1993 my husband and I went to Haiti on a Lawyer’s Guild delegation with the aim of restoring Aristide to his elected after his first ouster.
In 2006 I was thrilled to work with Frances Goldin to republish the
fascinating account of the Rivonia trial, in which Nelson Mandela said
he was prepared to die to achieve racial equality, written by one of his
attorneys, Joel Joffe: “The State v. Nelson Mandela”.
I have worked with Occupy Sandy, I write for the Indypendent
newspaper and I am working with a death row inmate in Arkansas,
helping him mount an art show of his work in Little Rock in November
2013. His theme is “Who Lives, Who Dies and Who Decides”.
Q: What have been your proudest political victories?
Ann: In the late 1990s my then-neighborhood was becoming gentrified. A mixed group of people came together after a discussion at a
bookstore and formed Fort Green Together to combat evictions. We
changed the terms of the debate, so the discussion became how to save
the neighborhood for the people who lived there.
Q: What advice do you have for young lawyers?
Ann: Follow your dreams. Prepaid legal services gives you the
chance to exercise intellectual independence. You have to find a way
to support yourself and then you will be in a position to be an active
working member of the National Lawyers Guild. Your highest goal
should be to practice with integrity and to provide excellent services
for your clients.

SPRING FLING 2013
Jean Stevens, continued from page 11

was this? I thought. An organization committed to transforming the institution of law, to
anti-oppression, to supporting social justice
movements? In that moment, my approach to
law school and my place in struggle as a future
attorney changed. I felt free, released from
the confines of legal pedagogy. I realized my
fellow students would feel just as free if they
too learned that the problem wasn’t them – it
was law school. It wasn’t an accident that they
felt inferior, alienated and exhausted, just as
many of our clients feel inferior, alienated and
exhausted within the legal system.
I could not have survived these past three
years without this lens of skepticism and
understanding of the privilege interlaced
through every aspect of the law. That, and
the complete faith that we, as radical law
students, legal workers and attorneys, could
bring about its transformation.
Really, we can. I know many of you out
there hold a certain type of fear that the socalled next generation will fail to take up the

mantle of this work. I’ve heard talk of it, in
quiet moments at the start of endless conference calls and very happy happy hours. I say,
don’t worry. I mean, we’ve started an amazing
committee for it! We’re totally set!
The truth is, there’s more at stake for the
survival of this organization. We cannot survive unless we are willing to take a hard look
at ourselves and our work here, together. We
must challenge ourselves, again and again. We
must transform ourselves. We must be vehemently anti-racist. We must be anti-sexist,
and we must be anti-oppressive in our organizing, our structure and our work. We must
work from a place of love, not anger.
Then we have to look out there, and listen.
The communities in which we live and work,
and join in struggle, the communities that
request our assistance. We must adapt. We
must embrace movements that have been historically devalued or overlooked in the Guild,
those movements where the law falls far short
of its promise of justice. Efforts toward prison
abolition and ending solitary confinement,
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in protecting the reproductive rights of all,
in creating a human right to housing, in
guaranteeing counsel to all who cannot afford
it, in protecting animal rights and more…
all require our attention. We can no longer
prioritize certain visions of justice over others.
We must envision what it means to work as
community lawyers, to embrace a movementlawyer perspective, to push for transformation
of law. We must work to put the tools of law
in the hands of organizers and activists to protect themselves and their own communities
– whether through pro se projects, a reimagining and push for alternative models of legal
education, the development of radical practice
structures like co-ops and collectives, and more.
The next generation of NLG has begun
modeling this work and vision. We are committed to breaking down the barriers of the
institution, just as I read in that program
nearly three years ago.
I’m honored to join with you all in this
struggle and am thrilled to discover what we
can accomplish together.
SUMMER 2013

GUILD IN ACTION
Photos by Cristina Gallo

NextGin Happy Hours were held at The
Magician on Rivington Street in Manhattan
on July 14, the Half Pint on West 3rd Street
in Manhattan on April 11, and at Last Exit on
Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn on March 14.
The NLG-NYC Mass Incarceration
Committee raised $380 on July 11 at an
impromptu happy hour/fund raiser in
support of the hunger strike underway at
California prisons, led by the Short Corridor
Collective, a group of prisoners in solitary
confinement at Pelican Bay State Prison.

On June 21, the chapter joined the coalition initiated by DRUM (Desis Rising Up
& Moving) demanding that the NYC City
Council pass the newly introduced Community
Safety Act bills: Intro 1080 to ban discriminatory profiling by the NYPD; and Intro 1079
providing for oversight of the NYPD.
The Labor and Employment Committee
held its annual intern reception on June 12,
hosted by Outten & Golden, to enable interns
working for unions, union and employee-side
firms, workers’ rights organizations, and labor
and employment-related government agencies
to meet other students working across the New
York City area and learn about job opportunities in the labor and employment fields.
On May 28, “hacktivist” Jeremy Hammond
pleaded guilty to acquiring data from rightwing private surveillance corporation Stratfor,
and providing the data to Wikileaks. His legal
team includes chapter members Elizabeth
Fink, Margaret Kunstler, Sarah Kunstler,
Rebecca Heinegg, and Grainne O’Neill. They
describe his prosecution as part of the government’s attempt to control the flow of
information and to punish those who seek
to distribute it to journalists and the public.
“There’s a war going on about corporate spying and access to information,” said defense
attorney Sarah Kunstler at a press conference
immediately following the hearing. “Jeremy is
someone who worked toward making information public.” On June 9 at Pace University,
an NLG-sponsored Left Forum panel featured a discussion of the case with Grainne
O’Neill and independent journalists.
NLG-NYC members carried the chapter
banner in support of the June 4 Legal Services
of NYC picket line on William Street in front
of the Milbank Tweed office of LSNYC chair
and corporate lawyer Joseph Genova. LSNYC
was seeking to slash employees’ healthcare
benefits and 403(b) retirement benefits, while
maintaining a distorted ratio of one manager
SUMMER 2013

to every three bargaining unit employees.
The chapter is part of the Lawyers against
Stop and Frisk coalition, which encouraged
supporters to PACK THE COURT! at the
trial of Floyd v. City of New York, the lawsuit
challenging racist NYPD profiling. On May
22, after seven weeks of testimony, SDNY
Judge Shira Scheindlin observed that only
about 12 percent of police stops resulted in
an arrest or summons, and characterized it as
a “high error rate.” “A lot of people are being
frisked or searched on suspicion of having a
gun and nobody has a gun,” Judge Scheindlin
said. “You reasonably suspect something and
you’re wrong 90 percent of the time.” Jonathan
Moore is one of the plaintiffs’ attorneys.
On May 20, NYC served opposition papers
in the Handschu case. On February 4, plaintiffs had filed a motion addressing the NYPD
program of total surveillance of Muslim communities in violation of the existing Handschu
guidelines. Plaintiffs are asking the court to
stop the NYPD from creating dossiers on
innocent Muslim New Yorkers, and to prevent the NYPD from initiating investigations
into Muslim New Yorkers when there is no
belief that they are or have engaged in unlawful activity or terrorism. They also ask the
court to appoint an auditor to monitor NYPD
compliance with the Handschu guidelines.
The Handschu lawsuit, originally filed in 1971,
has been an ongoing struggle to establish
judicial limits on NYPD interference with
constitutionally-protected political activity by
progressives and people of color. The original
plaintiffs included the late activist extraordi-

naire Abbie Hoffman and chapter member
Barbara Handschu, who now practices matrimonial law in NYC. Attorneys on the case are
Paul Chevigny, Art Eisenberg, Jed Eisenstein,
Marty Stolar, and Franklin Siegel.
The chapter endorsed the May 10 Mothers
Cry for Justice rally at One Police Plaza,
demanding police accountability in honor of
the mothers and family members of victims of
NYPD killings.
The Labor and Employment Committee
led the Guild contingent at the May First
Coalition rally, marching from the Guild
office on University Place to Union Square.
On April 29, the Mass Defense Committee
hosted a legal observer training at 61 Broadway
in preparation for May Day.
The Chapter co-sponsored a program at
Brecht Forum on April 23 concerning the
workers’ organizing struggle against slavelabor conditions at the Suzuki automobile
plant in Haryana, India. Speakers included
CUNY grad Suzanne Adely who works with
the UAW’s Global Law & Organizing Institute
as their India program coordinator.
Continued on page 14
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GUILD IN ACTION
The NLG-NYC chapter issued a statement
in support of Noche Diaz, an activist in the Stop
Mass Incarceration Network and an organizer
of the citywide struggle against stop-and-frisk.
He faced up to four years in prison on charges
arising from his persistence in observing/witnessing police interactions with community
residents. On April 23, he pled guilty to disorderly conduct and all other criminal charges
were dropped. Noche was represented by past
Chapter president Gideon Oliver.
The first meeting of the new NLG-NYC
Events Committee was held on April 17:
“Looking for a way to be involved with the
Guild AND be intellectually stimulated at
the same time? We’re looking for people who
want to help make this possible by joining the
newly created Events Committee. In a period
of mental stagnation and apathy let’s give our
members something to think about.”
On April 14 the Street Law Team, a group
of about 100 law students citywide, conducted
a “Know Your Rights” workshop at Cardozo
Law School with a special focus on issues of
concern to the Muslim community. Topics
included: constitutional rights and why they
are important; practical advice for getting
through a police encounter safely and calmly;
if they are going to search you anyway, why
bother saying you don’t consent?; role-play
exercises of typical encounters with the police;
FBI home visits; immigration rights at airports; and dealing with informants.
On March 19, the Chapter issued the following statement: “The National Lawyers
Guild – New York City Chapter (NLG-NYC)
condemns the NYPD’s killing of sixteen-year
old Kimani Gray on March 9, 2013 in East
Flatbush, Brooklyn. Mr. Gray was killed by
seven bullets fired by two NYPD officers, both
of whom have been sued repeatedly in the
past for civil rights violations.… The killing of
Mr. Gray is symptomatic of a police department that engages in routine and daily acts of
violence and brutality against communities of
color in New York City. The NYPD’s systemic
racism includes its unconstitutional stop-andfrisk program, which is responsible for the
arbitrary detention and frisking of hundreds
of thousands of innocent people annually;
its surveillance, targeting, and harassment
of Muslims, South Asians, and Arabs under
the direction of its Demographics Unit; and
its long history of excessive and deadly force
against people of color.… The NLG-NYC also
condemns the police violence that has been
unleashed this past week against demonstrators in East Flatbush.”

The Anti-Racism Committee (ARC) and
the Mass Incarceration Committee were cosponsors of the March 9 screening of the film
Broken on All Sides: Race, Mass Incarceration
& New Visions for Criminal Justice in the
US at the Riverside Church. Soffiyah Elijah,
Executive Director of the Correctional
Association of New York, spoke at the accompanying discussion panel.
The Labor and Employment Committee
joined with several labor, community, and
religious organizations in planning the Day
of Action in New York City in Support of
Worker’s Rights in Mexico on February 22,
featuring a demonstration at the Mexican
Consulate on East 39th Street.
On February 19, the NLG-NYC Muslim
Defense Project issued a statement voicing
its deep concern about the treatment and
health of political prisoner Lynne Stewart,
and urging prison authorities to move quickly
to provide the cancer treatment she needs.
“For her courage and strength to defend and
fight for others at the expense of her own liberty, we are forever indebted to our freedom
fighter Lynne Stewart and send our solidarity
and love in this time of struggle.”
The chapter came out for a special screening of Mumia: Long Distance Revolutionary
for NLG-NYC members at Cinema Village on
East 12th Street on February 13.
The chapter had an information table
again this year at the NYU Law School Career
Fair on February 7 and 8.
On January 23 members of the NLG-NYC
Labor and Employment Committee joined
the picket line for striking school bus drivers
of Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1181
at the NYC Department of Education on
Chambers Street in Manhattan.
The NLG-NYC’s annual Holiday Party
returned to the beautiful courtroom of the Hon.
Kristin Booth Glen at the historic New York
County Surrogates Court on December 19.
The Pine Box Rock Shop in Bushwick was
the site of a Punk Rock Karaoke Benefit on
November 30. Entrance fee and tips to the KJs
went to support NLG-NYC’s Muslim Defense
Project, Street Law Team, and TUPOCC-NY
(The United People of Color Caucus-New York).
On November 21, the Chapter joined the
NLG national office and hundreds of other
legal and human rights organizations in
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condemning Israel’s ongoing acts of armed
aggression against the occupied people of
Palestine, demanding an immediate halt to the
Israeli bombardment of Gaza, and that the U.S.
government immediately cease all aid to Israel.
Together with the AFL-CIO and other labor
organizations, the Labor and Employment
Committee helped organize an election protection initiative for the November 6 election,
stressing the importance of election observing
to prevent the violation of voters’ rights, particularly voters of color.
The chapter had a table at Meet the Bar
Associations on October 24 at New York Law
School. Representatives of local and national
bar association were present to introduce
their bar association and encourage membership to law students and recent graduates.
On October 21 the chapter’s Street Law
Committee announced a program of Know
Your Rights training for non-U.S. citizens, focusing on encounters between non-US citizens
and Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE). The training was created in response to
the increased enforcement of federal immigration laws, the mandatory implementation of
Secure Communities and the expansion of
harsh enforcement programs prone to abuse
by federal officials. Following the general Street
Law training model, the training focuses on the
rights that individuals have regardless of their
immigration or citizenship status, and what
they can do to ensure that these rights are protected when encountering law enforcement. A
training-for-trainers was held at Cardozo Law
School on October 21.
The Feminist Caucus of the NYC chapter
arranged for safe spaces within the convention
hotel at the NLG convention in Los Angeles,
and created a Google Voice hotline number
for confidential reporting of sexual and gender harassment. It is “part of a larger picture
of creating safer spaces for women, people of
color, queer and trans folks.”
Chapter member Lamis Deek was one of
the featured speakers at the October 9 program Beyond 1967: Respecting the Palestinian
Right to Return. “The essence of our struggle is
the right of the return for the refugees – more
than 70% of the Palestinian people. They
demand their right to return to their homes
and they do have the right to do so. If you
think that it is not possible then you are really
not in solidarity with the Palestinian cause.”
The event was held at John Jay College’s Black
Box Theater and was endorsed by the chapter.
SUMMER 2013

MEMBER NEWS
Simone Levine and Will Harrell announce
the arrival of their son Elan, born July 13 in
Gretna, LA.
Eric Poulos was a panelist at a screening/discussion of the film Greek American
Radicals: The Untold Story at the Brecht
Forum on June 27.

On June 11, the New York Times reported
that five women who were wrongfully denied
promotion had settled their gender bias lawsuit against the NYFD Emergency Medical
Service for more than $1.25 million. Yetta
Kurland was attorney for the plaintiffs.
On June 11, Elsie Chandler of the
Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem
succeeded in vacating the 2011 conviction
of prep student Afrika Owes, who had allegedly agreed to transport three guns for her
boyfriend.
Chapter President Garrett Wright was on
the panel “Serve the People: Direct Legal
Services & Movement Lawyering” at the
Center for Constitutional Rights’ Social Justice
Conference: Movement Lawyering In the 21st
Century at CUNY Law School on June 5.
David Rankin and Alexandra GoncalvesPena were married on May 11.
Hillary Exter participating in a post-Hurricane Sandy clean-up with the Rockaway Waterfront Alliance’s
‘StewardShip Sunday’ for Earth Day on April 21.

Hillary Exter, the Director of Student
Organizations and Publicity at Fordham
Law’s Public Interest Resource Center, was
awarded the school’s 2013 Keefe Award, presented by the Student Bar Association to the
person or organization that has made the
most important contribution to the Fordham
community.

On May 6, the NYS Senate unanimously
approved the nomination of Sheila AbdusSalaam to the Court of Appeals, the state’s
highest court. Sheila is a longtime chapter
member, and she is the first black woman to
serve on the court since its formation in 1847.
She previously worked as a staff attorney for
Brooklyn Legal Services, and for the New
York State Department of Law as an Assistant
Attorney General in the Civil Rights and Real
Estate Financing Bureaus. She subsequently
served as a NYC Civil Court Judge, a Supreme
Court Justice, and an Associate Justice of the
Appellate Division, First Department.
Elsie Chandler with Afrika Owes
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Soffiyah Elijah, Executive Director of the
Correctional Association, was a featured

speaker at the book launch of Maroon the
Implacable: the Collected Writings of Russell
Maroon Shoatz at the DiMenna Center for
Classical Music on May 3. Shoatz, a political
prisoner and former Black Panther, has spent
nearly 30 years in solitary confinement in the
state of Pennsylvania, and is a major figure
in the growing movement against the barbaric practice of solitary confinement, which
constitutes illegal torture under international
human rights law. The event was co-sponsored by the NLG-NYC.
On April 30 at St. Joseph’s College, Verso
Books presented a Book Event discussion
with chapter member Chase Madar, author
of The Passion of Bradley Manning: The Story
Behind the Wikileaks Whistleblower.
Joel Kupferman, chair of the chapter’s
Environmental Justice Committee, moderated a panel on Post-Hurricane Sandy at the
EcoSocialist Conference “System Change Not
Climate Change” at Barnard College on April
20. The conference was endorsed by the NLG.
Continued on page 16
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MEMBER NEWS
On April 28, the New York Times reported
that a federal grand jury investigating the
explosion of a homemade bomb outside an
armed forces recruitment center in Times
Square in 2008 has subpoenaed Gerald Koch.
Mr. Koch said in a written statement that
he had been called before a previous grand
jury investigating the case, but did not testify
because he knew nothing about what happened. “I will once again refuse to testify to
the federal grand jury in ethical resistance to
participation in a fruitless exercise of fearmongering and government intimidation.”
Mr. Koch noted that he could be jailed for
up to 18 months, and added, “I accept this
recompense, understanding that in doing so
I will reinforce a tradition of defending individual rights in the face of state repression.”
Mr. Koch’s lawyers are David Rankin and
Susan Tipograph.
On April 23, NYS Supreme Court Justice
Analisa Torres, former law secretary to the
late Elliot Wilk, was sworn in as a judge for the
Southern District of New York.

Past chapter president Susan Tipograph
and former Supreme Court Judge Emily Jane
Goodman were panelists at “State of the
Police State: Police Brutality, Repression,
Misconduct, Illegal Surveillance and Stop and
Frisk post the Bloomberg/Quinn administration,” sponsored by the Jim Owles Liberal
Democratic Club on March 19 at Housing
Works on West 13th Street.
Former NYS Supreme Court Judge Emily
Jane Goodman was elected to the Board of
Directors of the New York County Lawyers
Association on April 10.
The landmark victory in Tummino v.
Hamburg was celebrated on April 12 at Judson
Memorial Church. CUNY Law alum and former chapter member Andrea Costello was the
lead counsel in “probably the most significant
reproductive rights case in 20 years,” in which
EDNY Judge Edward Korman ordered that
the “morning-after pill” be made available
without a prescription and without point-ofsale or age restrictions.

Business Insider placed Dave Rankin at #
9 on its April 15 list of “The Sexiest Lawyers
in America!” (President Obama’s choice,
California Attorney General Kamala Harris,
was ranked # 1.)

New York Law School hosted “When
Activism Goes Online: Anonymous,
Hacktivism and the Law” on April 3. Abi
Hassen, Mass Defense Coordinator with the
NLG’s national office, and Gráinne O’Neill,
specialist in the intersection of law and technology, were panelists.

KEEP THE
CHAPTER
ROLLING
OVER THE
SUMMER

Ahmed Ferhani is a 27-year-old AlgerianAmerican who has lived in East Elmhurst,
Queens since he was a child. He is a hip-hop
musician, jewelry designer, and aspiring actor.
On March 15, Mr. Ferhani was sentenced
to 10 years in prison for allegedly plotting
to “create chaos” by blowing up Manhattan
synagogues. In fact, Mr. Ferhani, who suffers from bipolar disorder and post-traumatic
stress, got caught up in an NYPD sting operation which preyed on his psychological and
socioeconomic vulnerabilities. Former NLGNYC vice president Lamis Deek called her
client a victim of entrapment and condemned
the police department for “dividing the community” by seeking out and coaxing Muslims
into taking part in terrorist plots. Her cocounsel Elizabeth Fink said, “We think this is
a case that was brought in bad faith to justify
the illegal and unconstitutional campaign of
the police and the district attorney’s office to
further their agendas … and to criminalize the
Muslim community.”

Make a commitment to
renew your membership and
get active in the Guild!
You can now pay
your dues or make a
contribution online
by going to
www.nlgnyc.org/how-to-join

After a jury trial on February 28, Rebecca
Heinegg and Meg Maurus won an acquittal for their client Michael Premo. They
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presented activist video footage which contradicted police testimony of Mr. Premo’s
actions at a December 2011 Occupy Wall
Street march.
On February 25, former NLG-NYC
President Susan Tipograph sued the
Department of Justice seeking records on
her client, imprisoned environmental activist
Marie Mason, claiming that the FBI denied
her FOIA request in order to cover up its
“Green Scare” program, meant to chill the
speech rights of government critics. Ms.
Mason has been confined in a “control-management” prison unit because of her status
as a political prisoner. They are seeking an
order declaring the FBI in violation of FOIA,
and directing release of the records immediately. “The draconian sentencing of Marie
Mason to nearly 22 years in federal prison has
undoubtedly chilled the free speech practices
of other animal rights and environmental
activists. Ms. Mason is one of the hundreds
of activists targeted by the government in its
attempt to quell First Amendment protected
activity related to animal rights and the environment, which has become known as the
‘Green Scare.’”
On February 19, the US Supreme Court
ruled in Bailey v. United States that police
officers who have a warrant to search a home
may not detain a person who is no longer in
the immediate vicinity of the premises being
searched. Susan Tipograph was the trial counsel who first raised the issue in the case.
Alan Levine, Meghan Maurus, Dave
Rankin, Paula Segal and Wylie Stecklow were
presenters at “Protest Lawyering: Theory
and Practice”, an eight credit CLE course at
the New York County Lawyers Association
on February 22: “Attorneys are increasingly
being sought out by individuals and organizations to assist in protest actions, whether
in securing permits, observing police interactions, or defending arrested protesters. Join a
panel of seasoned practitioners in exploring
the relevant laws and practices that mediate
and define First Amendment protected protest activities, and to learn the tricks of the
trade that enable attorneys to preserve and
protect protesters’ rights.”
Alan Levine was a speaker at “Making the
Connections, Organizing for Change: AntiMuslim Hate Speech, Government Policies,
Police Surveillance, and Stop and Frisk”,
a program organized by the Jews Against
Islamophobia Coalition at the Church of St.
Paul and St. Andrew on January 29.

Continued on page 17
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MEMBER NEWS
Rita Mella was sworn in as New York
County Surrogate on December 6. She
replaced Kristin Booth Glen who retired from
that position on December 31, 2012.
Joel Kupferman, chair of the NLG-NYC
Hurricane Sandy Task Force and OWS
Environmental Solidarity, appeared on Al
Jazeera English TV on December 19 to discuss
the recovery process since Superstorm Sandy,
moving from relief to resistance.
Lamis Deek is representing two members of the activist hip-hop group Welfare
Poets, who along with four other young men,
were arrested at the Wagner-Johnson housing project in East Harlem while filming
a music video on the building’s roof on
December 15th. Ms. Deek said, “This demonstrates the expansive nature of the NYPD’s
intel operations, and the different ways they
target activists and those who dissent, and the
unfortunate price the taxpayers of New York
are forced to pay for illegal activity on the part
of the NYPD.”

“When Melvin and Jean McNair hijacked
a plane from Detroit to Algeria in 1972 with
their two babies on board, they called it an act
of political resistance. The hijacking was also
an act of desperation committed by two people in their early twenties who saw no other

way to escape what they felt was the constant
state of racial oppression in America. Living
in Paris forty years after the hijacking and
unable to return to the U.S., Melvin and Jean
are still coming to terms with their crime and
its lifelong consequences.” Susan Tipograph,
Melvin and Jean’s criminal attorney, appeared
at a “sneak preview” of the film Melvin &
Jean: An American Story on November 9 at
the IFC Center.
Chapter Coordinator Susan Howard, who
is the president of her tenants’ association, led a
successful effort to defeat an attempted Major
Capital Improvement (MCI) rent increase in
her building on October 17. The tenants were
assisted by legal worker (and MCI guru) John
Lillienthal at Collins Dobkin Miller.
On October 10, Chapter President Garrett
Wright met with several of the courageous leaders of last year’s hunger strikes at California’s
Pelican Bay State Prison: “Please contact
Gov. Jerry Brown to ask that he support the
demands of thousands of California prisoners who have been placed in cruel, inhumane,
and degrading solitary Security Housing Unit
(SHU) confinement. Many of these prisoners
have been in isolation for decades, and the
vast majority are transferred and held there
INDEFINITELY solely on the basis of flimsy
and unreliable claims of prison gang member-

LAW SCHOOL CHAPTER NEWS
On April 16, the Cardozo NLG chapter
hosted “Money Out/Voters In - The Role
Of Money And Third Party Politics Today –
Beyond Citizens United”, which focused on
the role of power and money in elections
and politics. Panelists discussed ballot access
issues, the impact of Citizens United jurisprudence, the role of political third parties,
and voices outside the political mainstream.
Drinks and hors d’oeuvres were served.
On April 15 the Brooklyn Law School chapter and the school’s Office of Public Service
Programs honored Deborah Diamant (class of
2010) at a Celebration of Progressive Lawyering!
A group calling themselves the Coalition
of Concerned Cardozo Alumni announced
a protest when Jimmy Carter was named to
receive the International Advocate for Peace
Award from the Cardozo Journal of Conflict
Resolution on April 10. The group claimed
that because former President Carter has
criticized the policies of the Israeli government, he is unfit to receive an award for his
long lifetime of humanitarian work. A group
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of Cardozo NLG-affiliated folks, Cardozo
alumni, and Jewish Voice for Peace members
held a counter-protest, with signs saying “YU
Alumni for Jimmy” and “Jews for Jimmy”.
The NLG-NYC student chapter contacts
held a meet-up on April 19 at the home of
Holly Maguigan and Abdeen Jabara. The
chairs of the NLG-NYC chapter committees
attended to help start up the student mentoring project in the Fall.
NYU’s Black Allied Law Students
Association, in conjunction with the
Suspension Representation Project, and the
Education Law and Policy Society, sponsored
a symposium entitled “Separate and Unequal:
Education, Race and the Law” on February
21. The day-long symposium explored the
state of American public education, with a
focus on school discipline, the school-toprison pipeline, segregation in America’s
schools, educational equity, and legal practitioners’ strategies for litigating on behalf of
education reform. The event was endorsed by
the NYU-NLG chapter.

ship or association (and not on the grounds
of any actual acts committed or any risk to
security of staff and other prisoners).”
NLG-NYC Executive Committee member
Bina Ahmad was part of the legal team that
organized the fourth session of the Russell
Tribunal on Palestine (RToP) held in NYC
on October 6 – 8. The event was endorsed by
the chapter and is an international people’s
tribunal created by a large group of citizens
involved in the promotion of peace and justice
in the Middle East. The tribunal made detailed
findings about Israel’s violations of international law, US complicity in these violations,
and the UN’s responsibility for the failure to
prevent violations of international law.
On September 27, a federal judge awarded
a group of immigrant workers over $950,000
in unpaid wages for work at a Queens-based
beverage distributor. A group of Latino warehouse workers and truck drivers brought the
class action lawsuit against Beverage Plus
and its owners after years of disrespect and
systematic violations of state and federal law,
violations which the judge found were intentional. The workers are members of Focus on
the Food Chain, a coalition of Brandworkers
and the NYC Industrial Workers of the
World. “All of us who eat in New York rely on
the hard work of the City’s 35,000 food processing and distribution workers,” said Daniel
Gross, the executive director of Brandworkers
and one of the attorneys on the case. “With
this victory, we’re one step closer to a food
chain based on sustainability and human
rights, rather than sweatshop practices.”
Rita Mella was sworn in as New York
County Surrogate on December 6. She
replaced Kristin Booth Glen who retired from
that position at the end of 2012.

Earmark Your
Contribution to
the NYC Chapter!
When you make a donation to the
Guild, other than your regular dues
payment, and you want to support
the work of the NYC Chapter, you
need to earmark the contribution.
You can do this by writing “NYC
Chapter” in the memo section of
your check or money order.
That way your contribution will go to
work at the grassroots!
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